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Michael Heideman and Vinod Wijetunge, members of the Robotics Club at West Torrance High, demonstrate precision teamwork at the First Robotics Competition World Championship, held April 23-26 
in St. Louis.  The Robotics Club has been at West High for four years, and includes students from middle school on through high school. See story, page 2. Photo by Robotics Club member Rishita Roy. 
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Arts Up For Debate In New Budget
By Dylan Little

The Torrance City Council held the first 

of its annual budget hearings on May 13, 

considering changes to services and fees 

affecting the Cultural Arts Center and the 

Nakano Theatre box office.  Before the 

budget hearing got underway, the Council 

paid tribute to group of veterans and active 

duty military personnel as part of the city’s 

Hometown Heroes banner program. The 

Council presented 23 tribute banners to 

veterans, their family or supporters. Honorees 

came from not only the Air Force, Army, 

Marines and Navy but also services like 

the Army Air Corps (predecessor to the Air 

Force) and the Coast Guard. Veterans ranged 

from young enough to still be serving, to in 

their nineties but still proud enough to shout 

“Go Navy.” The Council also announced 

that the banner program would continue, but 

would only be updated with new banners 

in conjunction with the Armed Forces Day 

parade.

The city’s hometown heroes weren’t alone 

in receiving accolades. Harriet Apsel, Bob 

Chiota and Frances Glauber were presented 

with the Older Americans Award by the City 

of Torrance Commission on Aging.  Apsel 

was recognized not only for her involvement 

with groups like the Arts Council of Torrance 

and Trinity Hospice, but also her service to 

the New Horizons community where she 

lives and serves on the Board of Governors. 

In addition to his military service, Chiota is 

active in the local chapter of the Vietnam 

Veterans of America and has lead efforts to 

bring three handicap accessible bocce courts 

to the city. Glauber was given the award based 

on her dedication to the Torrance Women’s 

Club, where in addition to serving various 

positions in its board she organizes local 

tours, with proceeds benefiting the club’s 

philanthropic program, and  is instrumental 

in the club’s two stage productions. All the 

honorees were grateful for the award and 

wanted to continue working for their causes. 

“I’ve enjoyed doing this,” said Glauber. “I 

hope to keep up the work for a long time 

to come.”

The budget workshop then began with an 

update by Finance Director Eric Tsao on the 

state of the city’s revenues.  Tsao said he had a 

positive outlook for the city’s financial future, 

fueled by increased GDP growth and other 

positive indicators, though he did acknowledge 

negative factors facing the economy such as 

climate challenges in the east and international 

unrest. In Torrance specifically, Tsao noted 

that sales and property taxes have produced 

more revenue for the city, while the utility 

user fees haven’t shown growth. Overall, he 

said signs point to a continued slow recovery. 

“The recovery is how it has always been, it 

has always been kind of fragile, it’s been a 

slow growing recovery for many years now,” 

said Tsao. “The economy continues to expand 

and improve and with that it improves the 

city’s revenue streams.”

The budget presentation also had some 

See City Council, page 13

Middle School  
Mathletes Compete

By Dylan Little

The crowded auditorium at Hull Middle 

School was abuzz with 160 energetic 

middle school students anxious to hear 

who would be moving on to the tie-breaker 

rounds of the Torrance Regional Middle 

School Math Competition. Every student 

had given up his or her Saturday to attend 

the May 10 competition, and once the final 

competitors took their seats behind a set 

a dividers, the room fell into a hush as 

proctor Julie Chao read the final questions 

off the overhead projector.

This is the fourth middle school math 

tournament Torrance Unified School 

District (TUSD) has hosted. The event 

encourages students to study science, 

technology, engineering and math (re-

ferred to as STEM) topics. Torrance 

Superintendent George Mannon said the 

competition has been surging in popular-

ity: it has grown from 13 teams from nine 

schools to 32 teams from 19 schools in 

11 different school districts. “You can 

see the number of teams increased this 

year from last year, in fact the winning 

team is from San Diego,” said Mannon. 

“Obviously the word is out, this is a good 

competition for kids.”

The event consists of two events, the 

individual competition and team com-

petition. In both events students have to 

tackle complex math problems with the 

added pressure of the clock ticking down 

from 30 minutes to zero. After handing in 
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West Torrance Robotics Team 
Travels to World Championships
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them for the world competition. At the FRC 

Championship in St. Louis, the team returned 

home proudly ranked 42nd in the Newton di-

vision. In addition to their recent FRC World 

success, the team has won awards in the FIRST 

Tech Competition. The winning titles include 

the Innovate, Promote, Think, Motivate and 

Inspire awards. “This is such a team effort. 

We are like a big family,” said Christy Evans, 

West Torrance Robotic Club Advisor and West 

High wood shop teacher.  “The students do 

everything as a team.” 

Teamwork is highly valued by the founders 

of FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of 

Science and Technology) Robotics Competi-

tion. During the games where robots on the 

court scored points by putting balls into a goal, 

points were also earned by how much the teams 

worked together. Robotics pulls from many 

disciplines, bringing students together who 

may not have met otherwise. The collaborative 

nature of the projects allow a place for everyone 

to participate, learn and become professional.  

“I see kids from physics who know nothing 

about wood shop and the kids from wood 

shop who know nothing about physics,” said 

Evans. “They work together in robotics and I 

see their faces light up. They get it.” 

The robotics students encourage brainstorm-

ing, hands-on collaboration and treating others 

fairly. Since it started at West High four years 

ago, the team has grown to thirty members. 

Students meet after school during their free 

time. They do not receive school credit for the 

work. West High has opened the program to 

middle school students as well, who meet at 

the school on Saturdays.  “The students come 

early and stay late, just because they love it,” 

said Evans. “I am just overseeing, they are 

doing all the work.” 

A truly student-propelled program, the stu-

dents manage time and resources as well as 

collaborate with mentors, volunteers, parents 

and sponsors. The FRC requires the teams to 

use few resources, fundraise, design a brand, 

and build and program robots to perform a 

given task, all in a limited amount of time. 

Robotics club is like a teen-run business. Many 

jobs are performed, including public relations, 

graphic design, engineering, building, grant 

writing and computer programming. Once 

the competition begins, they are teamed with 

random alliances, so they must think on their 

feet and learn to show good sportsmanship, or 

“Gracious Professionalism.”  Gracious Profes-

sionalism is part of the FIRST value system, 

as well as “Coopertition.” These ideas both 

promote kindness and respect in the face of 

fierce competition.

FIRST is a charitable organization whose 

mission for 25 years has been to inspire young 

people to pursue leadership in STEM (Science 

Technology Engineering and Math). FIRST 

founder Dean Kamen’s vision is to transform 

culture by creating a world where science and 

technology are honored. Kamen welcomed the 

opening of the 2014 FRC World Championships.  

“Thinkers who create marvels should be rec-

ognized and celebrated just like rock stars and 

athletes,” stated Kamen. •

Calendar
THURSDAY, MAY 15

• Beach Cities Republicans monthly meet-

ing, 6 p.m. no host dinner, 7 p.m. Meeting, 

Sizzler Restaurant, 2880  Sepulveda Blvd. For 

more information email plagrelius@aol.com.

• South Bay Amateur Radio Club Monthly 

Meeting, 7:30-9 p.m., Torrance Memorial 

Hospital, West Tower, Room B.

SATURDAY, MAY 17  
• 27th annual Walk For Life, “Every Step 

Matters” (The Pregnancy Help Center), starting  

at 8:30 a.m. from the south side of Veterans Park 

in Redondo Beach. For more information call  

(310) 320-8976 or email info@phctorrance.org.

• Classical Crossroads presents Korean Pia-

nist Somang Jeagal, 3:30 p.m., First Lutheran 

Church of Torrance, 2900 W. Carson Street.

• 55th Annual Armed Forces Day Celebra-

tion (May 16-18) and Parade, May 17 parade 

begins at 1:30 p.m., running westbound along 

Torrance Boulevard, starting at Crenshaw 

Boulevard and ending at City Hall.

• Landscaping With Native Friendly and 

Drought Tolerant Plants, 10-11:30 a.m., 

Henderson Library, 4805 Emerald St. For 

more information call (310) 371-2075.

• Environmental Priorities Network Solar 

Homes Tour in Torrance and the Beach Cities. 

For more information contact Lillian Light, 

lklight@verizon.net (310) 545 1384.

TUESDAY, MAY 20
• City Council Meeting, 7-10 p.m., City 

Hall, Council Chamber, 3031 Torrance Bl. 

For more information call (310) 618-2870.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 21
• Miracle of Living Health Educational 

Lecture Series: Act FAST: the Key to Stroke 

Survival, 7 p.m., Torrance Memorial Medical 

Center, Hoffman Health Conference Center, 

3330 Lomita Blvd. For more information call 

(310) 517-4711.

• Sanitation District Public Hearing, 1:30 

p.m., Torrance City Hall, 3031 Torrance Blvd. 

for more information call (855) 240-9506.

FRIDAY, MAY 23
• The Beach Cities Symphony’s last free 

concert of its 64th season, 8:15 p.m., Marsee 

Auditorium at El Camino College (intersection 

of Crenshaw and Redondo Beach Boulevards) 

in Torrance. For more information call (310) 

379-9725 or (310) 539-4649.

ONGOING

• Downtown Torrance Marketplace. Every 

Thursday, 3-8 p.m., on El Prado Street, from 

Sartori to the Buffalo Fire Department. 

• “Happy Hats for Kids In Hospitals” 

hosts workshops to decorate or sew hats for 

hospitalized children every Tuesday, 12:30-

2:30 p.m., 923 Van Ness Avenue. For more 

information call (310) 787-0970.

West Torrance Robotics Club  
Competes at World Championship

Dear Torrance Voter,

My name is Dr. John Paul Tabakian. I am a 34-year resident of Torrance, college professor and 

owner of a Torrance business that offers career pathway advice to students who are pursuing  

academic or vocation trade programs. I proudly attended Anza Elementary School, Bert Lynn  

Middle School and West High School.

The only reason that I am running for Torrance City Council is to help save my city from a  

political establishment that is working hard to destroy our great city. Incumbents claim that Toyota is  

leaving California – that is false. Toyota left Torrance and kept their Long Beach and Newport 

Beach facilities open along with 2,300 jobs. The political elite have aligned themselves with 

extremists who are working hard to destroy Torrance. This requires sounding the alarm against the 

installation of parking meters. Torrance removed its parking meters from Old Torrance in 1960 and 

there is a possibility that they may return. The reintroduction of parking meters will spread beyond 

Old Torrance to other parts of the city including our parks, just like Redondo Beach.

I am the generation that is going to have to deal with the results of past incompetent financial  

policies that coddled union bosses to the point where our city, like many others in the state, is under 

real threat of bankruptcy. I am concerned that Torrance will follow the route to economic ruin just 

like Azusa, Bell, San Bernardino, Stockton and very soon El Segundo.

Torrance voters need to vote for candidates who will defend our city against interest groups that 

do not care about our community. Please Google every candidate’s name and investigate their  

backgrounds to discover their true intentions and please visit my campaign website for more  

information. - John Paul Tabakian, Ed.D.

Paid for by John Paul Tabakian For Torrance City Council 2014 – FPPC ID #1362178

By Charisse Kubr

The West Torrance Robotics Club joined 

over 12,000 students from 38 countries at the 

2014 FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC) 

Championships, held April 23-26 at the Edward 

Jones Dome in St. Louis, Missouri. In front of 

a roaring crowd of 20,000 at the famed stadium, 

West High students hit the playing field with 

Police Reports
Burglary-Auto  5/4/2014 10:00:00 AM  

2100 BLOCK 235TH PL 

Suspect(s) enters unlocked vehicle, ransacks 

and takes property/ cash, GPS

Burglary-Residential  5/3/2014 9:45 PM  

3700 BLOCK TORRANCE BLVD 

Suspect(s) enters victim’s motel room by 

unknown means and takes property/wallet

Burglary-Auto  5/4/2014 11:30:00 AM  

21700 BLOCK EVALYN AVE 

Suspect(s) enters victim’s vehicle by un-

known means, ransacks and takes unknown 

property at time of report

Battery-Weapon/Agg  5/3/2014 7:00:12 

PM  19800 BLOCK HAWTHORNE BLVD

Suspect uses his vehicle to block victims’ 

vehicle’s path and points a handgun at them

Burglary-Residential  5/3/2014 7:00:00 

AM  100 BLOCK VIA ANITA 

Suspect(s) attempts to pry open door/ no 

entry, no loss

Burglary-Auto  5/3/2014 8:30:00 AM  

18300 BLOCK HAWTHORNE BLVD

Suspect(s) smashes two vehicles’ windows 

for entry and takes property/ stereo

Auto Theft  5/3/2014 7:00:00 AM  20800 

BLOCK WESTERN AVE 

Suspect(s) punches door lock for entry, 

tampers with steering column in an attempt to 

steal the vehicle, ransacks and takes property 

from trunk/ cans of soda

Burglary-Commercial  5/5/2014 7:10:36 

AM  20400 BLOCK WESTERN AVE 

Suspect(s) cuts hole in warehouse gate  

for entry and takes property/ electronics 

equipment

Theft  5/2/2014 6:10 PM  2700 BLOCK 

PACIFIC COAST HWY

Suspect(s) takes victim’s property as she 

loads her vehicle/ purse

Burglary-Commercial  5/5/2014 9:00:00 

AM 2700 BLOCK COLUMBIA ST 

Suspect(s) cuts metal fence, forces open 

two storage containers and takes property/ 

machinery parts

Theft  5/2/2014 11:30:00 AM  2100 

BLOCK REDONDO BEACH BLVD

Suspect(s) takes property from restaurant 

counter/ cell phone

Burglary-Commercial  5/2/2014 6:45:00 

AM 2800 BLOCK COLUMBIA ST 

Suspect(s) takes property from forklift 

then cuts chain to access business/ batteries

Theft  5/2/2014 12:00:00 PM  4100 BLOCK 

TORRANCE BLVD 

Suspect(s) takes property forgotten by 

victim/ cell phone

Auto Theft  5/3/2014 1:29:43 PM  2800 

BLOCK 182ND ST 

Stolen vehicle: ‘91 Honda Civic •

robots of their own invention. The FRC sport-

ing event is referred to as the “Sport of the 

Mind.” It combines the energy of an athletic 

event or rock concert with the innovation and 

discipline of science and technology. 

The West Torrance Robotics Club rookie 

team started the season by winning the Los 

Angeles Regional Championships, qualifying 

Kyle Evans and Michael Tamaki in the process of building and 
collaborating.

Brandon Gomez-Zoon, Alex Ito, Christopher Glavan, and Brandon 
Ogg program computers, engineer and build.

West Torrance High Robotics Club at the FIRST Robotics Competition. Photos by Rishita Roy.
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Living Trusts/Wills, Probate, Employment Law, Personal Injury 

Trust and Estates Litigation, Business Litigation, Civil Litigation

310-540-6000

*AV Rated (Highest) Martindale - Hubbell / **Certified Specialist Estate Planning, Trust & Probate Law, State Bar of California, Board of Legal Specialization

A T T O R N E Y S  A T  L A W

Burkley & Brandlin LLP

“My husband Chuck and I have 
known Aurelio Mattucci for 
over 15 years. He is a man of 
good deeds. He helped us take down a large pepper tree that could not be saved.  When 
our hot water heater needed replacing, Aurelio went with my husband to select a good 
water heater and followed up with the installation and then checked back a couple of 
days later to make sure that all was going well. Aurelio has apartment units a few doors 
from where we live and his helpful attitude is known throughout our neighborhood.  He 
also encourages volunteers to go with him to clean up blighted areas and has always been 
very conscientious regarding the South Bay. We are definitely voting for Aurelio and we 
encourage others to vote for Aurelio Mattucci.”                                     – Chuck & Dora Meyer

“A little less conversation and a little more action.”

It is with great joy  
that we write about Aurelio Mattucci, 
a wonderful  
gentleman  
who is running 
for the Torrance 
City Council  
on June 3.

Aurelio Mattucci  2014 Candidate for Torrance City Council  www.voteformattucci.com
Paid for by Aurelio Mattucci For City Council 2014 FPPC ID# 1356365

Questions for the Mayoral Candidates
The Torrance Tribune complied a number 

of questions from Torrance residents and busi-
nesses to pose to the candidates for Mayor and 
City Council.  We will publish two questions 
per week. Each candidate has a 200-word 
limit per question. Herald Publications does 
not edit or change any candidate’s answers. 

Are you involved in the 
community, chamber, 

organizations - if so which ones? 
Do you support the Fourth of 

July picnic and the Rose Float?  
Tom Brewer: I’ve been involved in my com-

munity for over 30 years.  I must admit that 

since I have been on the city council, I have 

had to cut back on some of the organizations 

I’ve been involved with.  I have been on the 

board of the Torrance Education Foundation for 

over 15 years and I still serve on the board of 

directors as the Past President.  I have been an 

outspoken supporter of a Fourth of July celebra-

tion.  I have proposed a scaled down version of 

the all-day event that we used to have.  Safety 

for the event is the most important issue that 

must be considered and we have always had 

a strong police presence throughout the entire 

day.  That is expensive.  We should make it 

a fireworks only evening, with no organized 

all-day program.  We could also contract with 

a security firm to supplement our police force, 

as we did when we had the all-day Centen-

nial Celebration in 2012.  Since we stopped 

the fireworks show, our residents are going to 

Redondo Beach and we are spending money 

to help control the crowds there.  I do support 

the Rose Float, but I think we need to explore 

private partnerships for funding right now.  

Pat Furey:  I have been continuously involved 

in the Torrance Community since moving here 

in 1987.   My longest involvement is with 

Little League Baseball as a dedicated volunteer 

umpire for 27 years.  During that time I have 

officiated in over 1,000 games throughout the 

South Bay – including all of the leagues in 

Torrance.  I served 10 years as volunteer Boy 

Scout Leader and Committee Chair for Cub 

Scout Pack 948 and as a Troop Committee 

Member for Boy Scout Troops 242 and 592.   

And, I served as a Merit Badge Counselor for 

the South Bay District of BSA.  I am currently 

a board member for the Torrance Education 

Foundation – having served for 15 years – 

and for 4 of those years I was the president.   

Before I was elected to the council, I was the 

president of the North Torrance Homeowners 

Association for eight years.  I fully support 

the Fourth of July Fireworks and the Tor-

rance Rose Float.   It was heartbreaking, but 

necessary during the recent recession, to cut 

funding for both.   But, I believe that both of 

those City of Torrance traditions will be fully 

funded in the near future – when our economy 

rebounds a bit more.

Bill Sutherland:  For years I have been a 

member of the Chamber of Commerce.  As a 

councilman, I have been the most active and 

participative member of the Council, except for 

the Mayor, in Chamber activities.  I also keep 

involved in our School District events. I served 

thirteen years on the Board of the Salvation 

Army Torrance Corp and over 30 years as an 

active member of Torrance Rotary serving in 

many leadership positions including President.  

I am an active supporter of many non-profit 

community organizations. Diana and I are 

ardent supporters of the youth sports activities 

that provide multiple recreational opportunities 

for all Torrance residents. My involvement in 

Torrance sports includes serving as a Little 

League and Torrance American Baseball coach/

referee and Regional Commissioner for AYSO.  

I am a member of the Torrance Sister City 

Association and Diana and I have enjoyed 

hosting Kashiwa exchange students for the 

past two years.I would dearly love to see us 

continue as a participant in the Tournament of 

Roses Parade, especially 2015 when one of our 

hometown heroes, Louis Zamperini, will be 

Grand Marshal.  I am less excited about the 

Fourth of July event at Wilson Park. I feel the 

$220,000.00 cost was extravagant and taxing 

on our limited resources.  

What is your vision for the 
future of Torrance?  

Tom Brewer: Torrance has a bright future.  

By the end of this year the new wing of Tor-

rance Memorial Medical Center will open and 

extensive changes are planned at Providence 

Little Company of Mary as well.  We have a 

Ferrari/Maserati dealership coming to Haw-

thorne Bl.  We are going to get a new mall 

by the end of next year and this could be the 

catalyst that starts the rejuvenation of the rest 

of our city.  We should look at the possibility 

of combining some lots that currently contain 

vacant buildings to give us the chance to get 

better projects in those spaces.   I can see that 

much of Hawthorne Bl. will benefit from the 

new mall.  I believe that many of the current 

business properties are ready for modernization 

that would not only benefit them, but Torrance 

as well.  We are the hub of the South Bay.  

Almost all of the surrounding cities residents 

must pass through Torrance at some point dur-

ing their travel time.  That is why businesses 

and employers want to locate in Torrance and 

that’s why I am so encouraged about our future.  

Pat Furey:  I believe Torrance has the 

potential to become the economic nucleolus 

of Los Angeles County, while maintaining its 

small town charm and all-important “balanced 

city” approach.  But, that is only possible with 

the right leadership. Torrance has so much 

to offer – a well-educated populace; a firm 

housing stock; an almost perfect geographical 

location mid-way between the ports and the 

Los Angeles Airport; and a great climate. We 

must increase our efforts to attract and retain 

quality businesses that provide good paying 

jobs for our residents by doubling or tripling 

our efforts in economic development.  If I am 

elected mayor, I am committed to doing just 

that.   I have already reached out to the state 

and county offices of economic development 

and to a number of community business mem-

bers in an effort to establish a public-private 

business council to assist and advise the city 

in making these efforts.   We must reach out 

to business leaders throughout the country 

and the world to explain the benefits of doing 

business in our city.   I am certain that with 

my energy, vision and initiative and with the 

help of business professionals from our com-

munity that Torrance will begin to realize its 

tremendous potential. 

Bill Sutherland:  This is probably the most 

important question in the series.  I am a busi-

nessman and understand the need to continually 

work to make sure we are a business friendly 

city in a decidedly business unfriendly state. 

Expanding the Economic Development team 

and forging stronger relationships with the 

Chamber and other groups is essential. We 

will work hard to make sure we enhance the 

positive environment that makes Torrance the 

place to locate. I am adamantly against raising 

taxes.   I see an opportunity in the relocation 

of Toyota to Texas. We are already receiving 

inquiries about the Toyota facility and in the 

end we will be proud of what replaces Toyota. 

In the future I see the city no longer playing 

catch up with infrastructure issues but instead 

getting ahead of the replacements needed. I 

also see an expanded emergency preparedness 

effort. I see Torrance as a vibrant city in the 

future and remaining one of the safest cities in 

the nation to live, work, and play. My vision 

for Torrance sees us maximizing the use of 

technology to streamline operations. I also see 

an expanded use of volunteers and community 

involvement in government.

Thank you Candidates! •

Visit us online: www.heraldpublications.com
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Enjoy a good read with 
your morning coffee...

Subscribe to one of Herald Publications 
weekly newspapers.

El Segundo Herald, Torrance Tribune, Hawthorne 
Press Tribune, Lawndale Tribune or Inglewood News

Only $50.00 for a yearly subscription.

Call 310-322-1830

ALL MAY 
ARMED FORCES 

MONTH 
AT PALOS VERDES BOWL!

 To book your event or for more 
information, please contact Charlotte at 

charlotte@pvbowl.com or 310.326.5120

Bowling  .............................$1.50
Shoe Rental  .......................$1.50
Lunch Specials  ...................$2.99 

    Armed Forces  
   Personnel and
    Veterans  
Join Us Everyday
       Before 5pm.

Questions for the City Council Candidates
The Torrance Tribune complied a number 

of questions from Torrance residents and 
businesses to pose to the candidates for 
Mayor and City Council.   We will publish 
two questions per week. Each candidate 
has a 200-word limit per question.  Herald 
Publications does not edit or change any 
candidate’s answers.  

Are you involved in the 
community, chamber,  

organizations - if so which ones? 
Do you support the Fourth of  

July picnic and the Rose Float?  
Heidi Ashcraft:  I have been a member of 

the Torrance Chamber PAC and Adopt a School 

Committee;  Torrance Coordinating Council; 

Arts Council of Torrance; South Bay Quilt 

Guild; Chinese American Parents Group of 

Torrance; El Camino College Boundary Review 

Committee; Torrance Board of Education and 

So. Ca. Regional Occupational Center Board 

of Education. Currently I am a member of: 

Torrance Cultural Arts Advisory Board; Tor-

rance South Bay YMCA Board of Managers; 

Torrance Human Relations/Visions of Unity 

Committee; Torrance Historical Society; West 

Area PTAs; Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints; Embroidery Guild of America; Old 

Torrance Neighborhood Assoc.; Torrance Sister 

City Association; Torrance Education Founda-

tion; West Torrance Homeowner’s Association; 

Court Appointed Special Advocate for children 

in foster care (CASA); Torrance City Council.  

I am in full support of the Torrance Rose Float 

and the Fireworks display on Fourth of July.   

Tim Goodrich:  I envision a vibrant, robust, 

and growing city; a 21st Century city on the 

cutting edge for job growth; a balanced city 

of industries, businesses, and residents while 

maintaining a home town feeling; a city meet-

ing the needs of families with plenty of well 

maintained parks, an excellent school district 

and excellent hospitals; and a city which 

takes care of its aging population. I envision 

a city with a blooming housing market and 

well manicured neighborhoods and neighbors 

who know each other. I envision a city with 

an excellent relationship between the Police 

Department and the community; a city with 

a low crime rate and a high graduation rate. 

With the cultural diversity of Torrance, I envi-

sion people of various ethnic groups actively 

involved in various ways in making Torrance an 

‘All America City’; a city in which diversity is 

reflected on the City Council, the commissions 

and the work force.  My visions for Torrance 

is that it is financially sound, maintaining a 

balanced budget; and a business friendly city 

with as little red tape as possible. I envision a 

city whose streets are a testament to the pride 

the residents have in their city. I envision Tor-

rance being a city giving leadership to other 

cities economically and environmentally in the 

South Bay and region.  I envision Torrance as 

a true ‘Destination City’; a city where youth, 

adults and active seniors can enjoy a variety 

of activities and young adults can enjoy an 

active social life. I envision a city that honors 

her veterans not just in May, but all year long.

Michael Griffiths:  I have a long history 

of involvement with the community. It’s not 

something I just recently started to do in an-

ticipation of running for City Council. I moved 

here over 31 years ago, and shortly thereafter 

started my own business, and subsequently 

hired many employees as my business grew. 

I was a member of the Torrance Chamber of 

Commerce while I had my business, and I 

am again a member of the Chamber of Com-

merce, and have been endorsed by the Torrance 

Chamber PAC. Business activity is so important 

for the benefit of all of us in Torrance. I have 

also been serving the community now for over 

17 years as a volunteer in many capacities 

with the Torrance-South Bay YMCA. I was 

involved with the school childcare program, 

helping out repairing broken items, or other 

assistance as needed. For many years I’ve been 

involved with their annual golf tournament. I’m 

currently a member of the YMCA’s Program 

Committee of which I’ve been a member for 

over 10 years. And for all of those 17 years, 

I’ve been involved with the YMCA fundrais-

ing activities. For each of the past 5 years, 

I’ve lead over 300 volunteers in performing 

this major fundraising activity, which supports 

the Torrance YMCA’s programs offered in our 

community. This year alone, we raised over 

$661,000 for the Torrance Y’s programs. And 

my service to the City as a volunteer Com-

missioner is extensive as well. In fact, I have 

more years of City Commission experience 

than any other candidate. Serving currently 

on the Planning Commission, and for 8 years 

on the Environmental Commission, 3 years 

of which as chairperson. Torrance has been a 

great City for me to live in and I feel strongly 

about giving back and being involved. Yes I 

support Fireworks and the Rose Float.

Milton Herring:  My wife and I were very 

involved with our three children’s education. 

This involvement included being active with 

the PTA’s, supporting them in sports such 

as soccer, baseball, football and band. Traf-

fic Commissioner since June 2012, Board 

member for National Council on Alcohol and 

Drugs Dependency for South Bay. Preventive 

Care Committee Chairman – Youth Drugs and 

Alcohol Dependency, South Torrance Lions 

Club, President, 2007-2008, Member Torrance 

Kiwanis club, Member Torrance Historical So-

ciety, Member Chamber of Commerce, Member 

Rose Float Association, Member Friends of 

Madrona Marsh, Member American Legion, 

Member Disabled Veterans and Member Viet 

Nam Era Veterans.  I would be willing to work 

with other council members to pursue ways and 

means to support a 4th of July celebration. I 

would continue support of the Rose Float As-

sociation community involvement.

Rahmat H. Khan:  Answer not submitted 

by deadline.

Leilani A. Kimmel-Dagostino:  I have been 

on the Torrance Commission on Aging for 6 

years – 4 years as the Chair and 2 years as 

the Vice Chair. I have been on the Board of 

Directors for the South Bay Japanese American 

Citizens League. I am a CERT Disaster Service 

Volunteer. I am a member of the Torrance Cham-

ber of Commerce, the Torrance Kashiwa Sister 

City Organization, the Torrance Cultural Arts 

Foundation, the Torrance Historical Society, the 

Go for Broke Education Foundation, H.E.L.P. 

for Seniors, the Los Angeles Airport Associa-

tion, and the Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural 

Institute. I was a member of the ExxonMobil 

Citizens Advisory Panel and the 2013 Leader-

ship Torrance Class. I also took the Partners in 

Policing class. I would consider bringing back 

the 4th of July Fireworks celebration but as a 

smaller venue. I worked at the former 4th of 

July Celebration at Wilson Park as a CERT 

volunteer and the people who attended were 

not Torrance residents. We spent most of our 

duty time putting out small fires caused by 

grills too close to the ground and herding up 

lost children who would not be claimed until 

the end of the evening. Most Torrance residents 

enjoyed watching the fireworks display from 

their backyards, balconies, or patios. I support 

the Rose float as it provides a lot of publicity 

for Torrance but I think it should be privately 

funded as we need our city’s money for other 

critical programs.

Ryan H. Mand:  Answer not submitted 

by deadline.

Aurelio Mattucci:  In 2011 I founded the 

Mattucci Project, a community improvement 

volunteer service that has picked up over 10 

tons of trash and weeds out of our community.  

I am also the founder of the Torrance Small 

Business Alliance which has many members 

and is growing at a rapid pace.   I am also 

very involved in our Chamber of Commerce 

and Rose Float Association.  As far as the 4th 

of July and Rose Float, I am a huge fan.  The 

Rose float is one of the reasons my family 

chose Torrance as their home.   We saw it on 

TV when we lived in Italy and thought what 

a great community this place must be, and 

indeed it is.  I want to bring back 4th of July 

and keep the Rose Float, but I’d want private 

sponsorships to take care of the bill.    As a 

city we have to prioritize our wants and needs 

and start tackling our immediate needs before 

we do anything else.   Again, I want both to 

survive and they will if I have anything to do 

with it.  Just not at the tax payers expense.  The 

city should help with the fundraising efforts 

as it benefits the city as a whole.  Come June 

3rd vote Aurelio Mattucci, a truly Independent 

Candidate.

Omar Navarro:  Answer not submitted 

by deadline.

Clint Andrew Paulson:  My wife Mindy and 

I love being part of the Torrance community 

and are extremely happy to call this city our 

home.   Mindy is very involved volunteering 

at Anza Elementary School where we are 

both members of the PTA.   Mindy is also a 

Board Member of the Anza Eagle Education 

Alliance and Room Mom.   I enjoy coaching 

AYSO soccer and Torrance Youth basketball 

as well as helping my daughters Girl Scout 

Troop as Treasurer. I do support the Rose 

Float and the Fourth of July Picnic as I believe 

it is important to maintain traditions such as 

these that bring the community and families 

together.   With life being so busy, it is easy 

to become disconnected from our neighbors.   

That’s why I like having these events as they 

give our community a common identity and 

serve as a reminder that we are in this together. 

Geoffrey Rizzo:  Much of my community 

involvement is along the lines of what I like to  

term as “sweat equity.”  I am a hands on per-

son. Currently I am involved in the community  

as the chair of the City of Torrance Planning 

Commission as well as being a Lay Eucharistic  

Minister at my church. I have also been actively 

involved in youth sports as the Director of 

Operations for Torrance Lacrosse Club and as 

a commissioner for Pop Warner and Torrance 

Youth Football & Cheer.   I’ve also coached 

AYSO soccer, youth football, and youth Lacrosse.  

Outside the arena of youth sports, I was active 

with the Boy Scouts of America as a den and 

pack leader and again with my church through 

the Christian Outreach Services Ministry where 

as a family we delivered food to less fortunate in-

dividuals. One of my favorite volunteer positions  

was while working for the Police Department 

I let my alter ego come out as Santa on the 

TPOA Christmas Float.   As far as the Fourth 

of July at Wilson Park, it is not a matter of 

“if” but “when” we will be able to bring it 

back. I also support the Rose Float inasmuch 

as the City has had a tradition of participation.

Alex M. See: I have served on the City of 

Torrance Water Commission for the past 8 

years.   I have been serving on the Torrance-

Southbay YMCA Board of Managers Since 

2008 where I also served as Program Committee  

Chairman from 2009 to 2012. I also served on 

the board of the Torrance Symphony Association  

from 2007 to 2013 where I collaborated with 

the Taiwanese United Fund to bring Taiwanese  

music to the South Bay. I was appointed to 

serve on the TUSD Facilities and Asset Review 

Committee, the Bond Oversight Committee  

and the South Torrance High School Site Coun-

cil. For several years I have been a member of 

the Torrance Historical Society, the Torrance 

Education Foundation, the Arts Council of 

Torrance, and my restaurant in Torrance,  
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King Shabu Shabu has been a member of 

the   Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce 

since 2011.     I am currently a   referee and 

formerly a soccer coach for the South Torrance 

American Youth Soccer Organization (AYSO) 

since 2005. I support efforts to bring back the 

Fourth of July Picnic to Wilson Park.  This year 

it is imperative that Torrance has a float in the 

Rose Parade since Torrance High School Alumni 

and Hero Louis Zemperini will be serving as 

the Grand Marshal.   It is truly an honor for 

the City of Torrance to have a hometown hero 

hold such a distinguished honor.      

Norm “Opa” Segal:  Hi Neighbors.  I am 

new to City Service.   I didn’t use the word 

politics because I simply do not like the word.  

The connotations are far reaching and sleezy.  

That is why, like most of you, I do not trust 

a politician.   Right now I am just a retired 

resident with only a minor knowledge of the 

issues facing Torrance.  If I am chosen by my 

neighbors to represent them on our Council, it 

certainly will not take me long to get up to speed 

on our issues.  Of the approximately 150,000 

residents of Torrance, only a tiny percentage 

get involved in community organizations.   I, 

by no means want to belittle their efforts, but I 

seriously question their ability to represent us 

on the Council merely because they have been 

involved in an organization or organizations.  I 

think that we want our Councilmembers to have 

certain skills that they can apply when acting 

as Councilmembers.  I think that the City could 

benefit by having a career accountant serve on 

the Council.   You guessed it:   I am a career 

accountant.  The Fourth of July Picnic and the 

Rose Float?   These are both wonderful City 

traditions.  They, like other activities, should be 

funded by contributions if at all possible.  We 

apparentally proved this with the Rose Float 

last year.   Particularly in light of the Toyota 

move, we need to start thinking outside the 

box and find creative methods for funding as 

much of the City’s non-manditory events as 

we can.   We Will need to make some tough 

choices in  the future.

Charlotte Ann Svolos:  I am involved in 

many organizations within Torrance. Almost 

everything I do happens within the city limits. 

I am a lifetime member of the North Torrance 

Homeowners Association. I am a very involved 

member of First Lutheran Church. Through the 

church we support a non-profit called First-

Serve. It has many outreach branches including 

grief counseling, ELL, disabled adults, mental 

health and seniors. I encourage you to see if 

anything we do meets your need at first-serve.

org. I am personally involved with senior care, 

disabled adults, Monday Night meals, sunday 

school, VBS, altar guild, lector, communion 

and Stewardship. I am the chair of School 

Site Council for Hickory Elementary and a 

member of the PTA. I serve as the Scholarship 

and Charity chair for Torrance Teachers among 

many other roles which supports the Torrance 

Library, Madrona Marsh, and many others. I 

serve politically with programs to raise money 

to register citizens to vote. I also donate to 

many worthwhile programs including Rose 

Float and Torrance Education Foundation. I 

support restoring a Fourth of July celebration 

and contributing in some way to the Rose Float. 

If we cannot do that directly than we should 

at least facilitate finding a sponsor and allow-

ing free use of city property for fundraisers.

John Paul Tabakian:  Torrance enjoys a 

strategic partnership with a strong volunteer 

base who maintains the Rose Float. This is 

a marketing tool for the city and we must 

continue our support. We must bring back the 

4th of July fireworks show and support the as-

sociated picnic. We are a patriotic city. I will 

develop strategic partnerships to help offset 

public expenses. My specialty is helping to 

establish small community based organizations, 

in partnership with my former students. These 

organizations help students develop strategies to 

secure paid and unpaid work experience. One of 

these new organizations is called “New Genera-

tion, New Mindset” and was founded by my 

former student, Julian Makara, at Los Angeles 

Trade Technical College. The organization helps 

students pursue career pathway opportunities. 

How does this benefit Torrance? If these students 

are able to secure gainful employment, then 

it is unlikely that they will break into your 

home.  I believe that every student, regardless 

of their socio-economic background, has the 

ability to achieve success. Everyone needs to 

embrace their inner entrepreneur. The key to 

success is to invest in oneself, take calculated 

risks, and pursue your dreams.  My direct role 

in economic development is helping students 

achieve success in America. If you want to 

help our youth, vote for John Paul Tabakian 

for Torrance City Council on June 3, 2014!

Kurt Weideman:  I take great pride in 

my involvement in a variety of community 

organizations.  I am a member of the Torrance 

Historical Society & Museum (15+ years), the 

Torrance Public Library Foundation (7 years), 

the Friends of the Torrance Library (7+years), 

Torrance Sister City Association (6+years), 

Friends of the Madrona Marsh (4+ years, 

wife and I were among the original members 

of “Save the Madrona Marsh”), the Torrance 

Rose Float Association (3+ years), Heal the 

Bay (10+ years), South Bay Literacy Council 

(10+ years) and several others. In addition to 

my membership in the above organizations, I 

have held leadership positions in the Torrance 

Historical Society (3 Terms as President – cur-

rently the Treasurer), the Torrance Cultural Arts 

Foundation (2 terms as President), and I am 

currently the Vice President of the Torrance 

Public Library Foundation. While not “mem-

bers”, my wife and I support many local groups 

by attending their fundraisers; for example, 

TEF, Pediatric Therapy Network, Relay for 

Life, TCAF Gala and several Rotary Clubs in 

the Area, among others. In 2013, I voted to 

consider a modest, scaled down version of the 

4th of July Fireworks celebration to be held in 

the Torrance Civic Center parking lot – that 

measure failed by a 3-4 vote of the Council.

What is your vision for  
the future of Torrance?  

Heidi Ashcraft:  I see Torrance continue 

to be a city where the residents participate 

in resolving issues, are involved in the civic 

process and is led by leaders who listen to 

the concerns of the residents. I look forward 

to the remodel of Del Amo Fashion Center,  

the  building of the Torrance Transit Center 

and completion of Torrance Memorial Medical 

Center.  It is projected the city will have an 

increase in revenue from property and sales 

tax for the 2014 fiscal year.   I will address 

the city’s costs with the annual pension con-

tributions, increase our economic development 

outreach, rehabilitate vacant office space and 

keep a balanced budget with reserves and see that 

tourism is promoted. Torrance is a wonderful,  

culturally diverse city to live, work and play.  

I look forward to continuing to serve in the 

leadership of this great city.       

Tim Goodrich: My vision is one where 

we get back on track and focus on the basics 

of roads and infrastructure, public safety, and 

open, transparent, and efficient government. 

I believe a renewed focus on the things that 

comprise the foundation of our City will pay 

off in many ways, improving the satisfaction 

of our residents and making our City more 

attractive to businesses who would consider 

being based in Torrance.

Michael Griffiths:  Torrance is a wonder-

ful City. However, we are an aging City, and 

it’s starting to show. With the exciting major 

upgrade of the Del Amo Mall that has just 

begun, I think this will be the start of the re-

vitalization of our City. We at City Hall must 

do our part to help this re-vitalization. We 

need to upgrade our infrastructure, including 

our streets, sidewalks, and water systems, and 

I’m not just talking about filling potholes and 

grinding sidewalks. We need to prioritize our 

budget expenditures and apply for alternative 

sources of money to help with this. 

Milton Herring: I envision a vibrant, robust, 

and growing city; a 21st Century city on the 

cutting edge for job growth; a balanced city 

of industries, businesses, and residents while 

maintaining a home town feeling; a city meet-

ing the needs of families with plenty of well 

maintained parks, an excellent school district 

and excellent hospitals; and a city which 

takes care of its aging population. I envision 

a city with a blooming housing market and 

well manicured neighborhoods and neighbors 

who know each other. I envision a city with 

an excellent relationship between the Police 

Department and the community; a city with 

a low crime rate and a high graduation rate. 

With the cultural diversity of Torrance, I envi-

sion people of various ethnic groups actively 

involved in various ways in making Torrance an 

‘All America City’; a city in which diversity is 

reflected on the City Council, the commissions 

and the work force.  My visions for Torrance is 

that it is financially sound, maintaining a bal-

anced budget; and a business friendly city with 

as little red tape as possible. I envision a city 

whose streets are a testament to the pride the 

residents have in their city. I envision Torrance  

being a city giving leadership to other cities 

economically and environmentally in the South 

Bay and region.  I envision Torrance as a true 

‘Destination City’; a city where youth, adults and 

active seniors can enjoy a variety of activities 

and young adults can enjoy an active social 

life. I envision a city that honors her veterans 

not just in May, but all year long.

Rahmat H. Khan:  Answer not submitted 

by deadline.

Leilani A. Kimmel-Dagostino:  Torrance is 

on its way to becoming a multi-cultural city and 

our City Council should match the population 

base. In order to attract new business, we need 

people who understand international culture 

and business practices. I foresee some new 

international businesses, a manufacturing base, 

and a haven for small businesses and start-ups. 

We must fight to maintain SCROC as a train-

ing ground for skills the trades demand. We 

will eventually be able to develop the city as 

a tourist and trade show destination with the 

help of the Discover Torrance organization. But 

we always need to maintain our reputation as 

a balanced city.

Ryan H. Mand:  Answer not submitted 
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Aurelio Mattucci: The city of Torrance 

must become a model city for the rest of the 

United States.  We can achieve this by control-

ling our  excessive  spending.   City Hall must 

become a working partner in people’s lives.   

We need to fix our streets and sidewalks now, 

and not ten years from now.   I would like to 

add more green to our city landscape.   Right 

now the city is an ocean of concrete.   Our 

business environment has deteriorated over the 

years and we need to restore the relationships 

between city hall and our business owners.  We 

need leaders that will get things done.   I am 

the candidate that will get things done, even if 

I have to do it myself.   Come June 3rd vote 

Aurelio Mattucci, a truly Independent Candidate.

Omar Navarro:  Answer not submitted 

by deadline.

Clint Andrew Paulson:  Prior to attending 

law school, I spent 2 1/2 years volunteering in 

some of the poorest neighborhoods in Argentina 

and Brazil.   During that time, I helped many 

people struggling with substance abuse addic-

tions and worked in a welfare center where 

I taught courses on basic job skills and self-

sufficiency.  The communities where I lived in 

South America were mostly divided by a few 

“haves” and many “have nots.”   Government 

corruption enabled a wealthy elite to thrive 

while leaving the majority to suffer in poverty.  

Looking back, the starkest difference between 

the communities I was a part of while living 

abroad and Torrance is a strong middle class.  

Unfortunately, I believe we are experiencing 

a weakening of that middle class that has 

kept our city strong.   Toyota is leaving and 

middle-class jobs are harder and harder to 

come by.   Without these jobs, the upcoming 

generation will be forced to look elsewhere 

to find employment.  We don’t want our kids 

being forced to move to places like Texas so 

they can make a living.  That’s why my vision 

for Torrance is to reverse this trend of losing 

middle class jobs by working to improve the 

business climate thereby ensuring that we 

remain a thriving middle class city. 

Geoffrey Rizzo:  My vision for the City 

is that we build on our economic base to 

providing quality jobs while maintaining a 

hometown feel.

Alex M. See:  Torrance is a great city to 

live because of its diverse residents, flourishing 

businesses and safe streets. My vision for the 

future of Torrance is that it will continue to 

be a city that provides excellent city services 

and safeguards the quality of life for all Tor-

rance citizens.  With the proper leadership and 

investment in our infrastructure, Torrance will 

continue to be one of the most livable cities in 

the nation, with the highest regard for public 

safety  and the wellbeing of our residents. As 

your next City Councilmember,  I will prioritize 

the rehabilitation of our aging infrastructure, 

growing our city’s business revenue by attracting 

new businesses and maintaining the level of 

city services that our residents and businesses 

have come to expect.

Norm “Opa” Segal: The future may not be 

as easy as was the past.  We may have gotten 

ourselves into a pickle with our City Employee’s 

Retirement Pension/Benefits.   We may have 

too large of a city government.  We also may 

have a top-heavy city government.  These, like 

many other issues, have solutions.   The solu-

tions may take time and people of character 

to implement same.  Remember, promises have 

been made to our employees. I think that the 

future of Torrance will be bright.  We need to 

have smart people on our Council; people who 

will make the tough decisions that are going to 

be required.   Most other cities are facing the 

same employee benefit problems.  We need to 

learn from them and  then be a leader

Charlotte Ann Svolos:  My vision for the 

city of Torrance is to have limited bureaucracy, a 

pro-business environment and a sustainable city 

budget. I have proposed a series of independent 

audits done on a rotating schedule that look 

at not only finances but also efficiency. We 

should start with the departments that have the 

most complaints from the citizens. Whatever 

resources the city collects should be handled 

with the utmost respect to the hard work it took 

to generate them. We should be good stewards 

and return every dollar in some appreciable way 

to the citizens and businesses that reside here. 

We need to repair our infrastructure which has 

been neglected in some areas of the city. We 

have a plan but we need to make sure that it 

is followed with no preferential treatment. We 

should reduce the cost of business licenses 

and streamline expansion permitting to fill 

our empty storefronts and generate more of 

the revenue that can fund services. We need to 

bid every contract and get multiple quotes on 

every good or services that the city purchases 

from contractors. My vision is for a govern-

ment that serves its people.

John Paul Tabakian: I am running for 

Torrance City Council, because I do not 

want to sit back and watch my city crumble 

in decay, like Azusa, Bell, San Bernadino, or 

Stockton. Torrance needs young blood with 

fresh ideas and academic, business, and trade 

experience. We need one large citywide eco-

nomic development zone, with a new academic 

entrepreneurial institution of higher learning, 

linking all strategic partners. Degrees and 

certificates will be available in the academic, 

as well as vocational trades. This academic 

entrepreneurial institution will develop cur-

riculum in conjunction with academic, business, 

and trade advisory boards. I am the author 

of “The Academic Entrepreneur.” This study 

is the program guide for building Top Tier 1 

academic and vocational trade programs, with 

the best academic entrepreneurial instructors. 

We have the necessary resources and space to 

make this a reality. Resources include empty 

industrial and commercial space, along with a 

future closed SoCalROC (SCROC). I want to 

make this dream a reality for your children and 

future generations. Vote for John Paul Tabakian 

for Torrance City Council on June 3, 2014!

Kurt Weideman: Notwithstanding the recent 

news of Toyota’s departure in 2017, I believe 

that Torrance is a great city and the outlook 

for the future is bright, but we need the right 

experience and leadership in the coming years 

to flourish and grow into even a better City.  

In my vision of Torrance; I see a beautiful 

new Torrance Transit Center that will be the 

hub of transportation in the South Bay and that 

will eventually include a Green Line extension. 

I envision a reimaged Torrance Cultural Arts 

Center that it state of the art and includes 

more parking.  I will work towards continued 

investment in local water initiatives such as 

desalination and North Torrance Water Wells 

to provide more independence from MWD. I 

will work to continue safe and strong fiscal 

policies that will always include balanced 

City Budgets.  I will insist on the “Best” in 

personnel and equipment for our Public Safety 

Dept.’s – so that Torrance will continue to be 

ranked among the safest cities in the nation.  

And I see a City government that is responsive, 

and accountable to the public which it serves.

Thank you Candidates!•

Business Briefs
Right At Home Opens Care Services

Counseling4Kids Hosts Bowl Benefit for Foster Care

Right at Home celebrated a ribbon cutting 

ceremony on May 8 in front of their office at 

19146 Van Ness in Torrance.  Right at Home 

provides in-home care and assistance services 

for seniors including safety supervision, 

transportation, light housekeeping, ambulation 

and dressing assistance, bathing and other 

personal care services, medication reminders, 

meal planning and preparation.  They also 

provide care for very specific special care 

situations when a loved one is affected by 

Alzheimer’s/Dementia, Hypertension/Stroke 

Recovery, Heart Disease, Cancer Recovery, 

Hospice/Palliative Support or other disorders.  

For additional info, go to www.rahlasb.com, 

(310) 574-2234. 
Peter Jones (holding scissors) and Todd Lewis from Right at Home were joined by Mayor Frank Scotto and City Council Members Pat Furey, Heidi Ashcraft, Kurt Weideman and Bill Sutherland as well as 
several Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce members including Chairwoman Sherry Kramer. Photo by Charlene Nishimura.

Counseling4Kids kicked off “Foster Care Awareness Month” with a fun Bowl4Kids  

fundraising event at Palos Verdes Bowl in Torrance on May 12.  Counseling4Kids provides 

in-home mental health services to children and youth in the foster care system throughout 

Los Angeles County and “92% of every dollar donated goes directly to benefit the children,” 

according to Counseling4Kids Executive Director Richard Burrell.  Corporate sponsors of 

the event included CarMax, California Credit Union, Torrance Police Officers Association, 

LA Galaxy and the City of Torrance.  Whole Foods Pizza provided the nourishment and 

My Stuff Bags Foundation donated the goody bags. •

Pictured (L to R) are Counseling4Kids’ Executive Director Richard Burrell, Clinical Director Marianne Callahan, Community Liaison Neslie 
Akkol and Board President Sheldon D. Brackett.  Additional info on www.counseling4kids.org. 

Counseling4Kids Staff and their children enjoy an afternoon of 
bowling and pizza at the Bowl4Kids fundraising event, part of 
a series of outreach and fundraising events celebrating Foster 
Care Awareness Month.

Members of the Torrance Police Officers Association and City 
of Torrance donated their time and support to the 3rd annual 
Bowl4Kids fundraising event at Palos Verdes Bowl on April 12. 
All Photos by Charlene Nishimura.
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Clippers Carry On
By Adam Serrao

The comments have been made, the true 

Donald Sterling has been revealed, and ev-

eryone knows about how the Los Angeles 

Clippers organization has been shaken to the 

core. Racist comments from the Clippers owner 

could not have come out at a worse time to put 

unnecessary pressure on a team that has made 

the playoffs for the 10th time in team history 

and the Western Conference Semifinals for the 

second time in the last three seasons. Despite 

all of the negative attention, the players and 

coaches of the team have rallied. The Clippers 

team, not the organization owned by Sterling, 

but the players that wear the logo across their 

chests, have persevered through the negativity 

and decided to keep on working and sweating 

for themselves, not their owner. Doc Rivers 

remains at the center of the fight and delivered 

a sense of confidence into the team that now 

has them thinking not about racism, but about 

a championship.    

After the Clippers won in Game 3 of the 

first round of the playoffs against the Golden 

State Warriors, tapes of Sterling’s racist and 

insensitive comments were leaked to TMZ and 

later, the world. NBA commissioner Adam 

Silver issued a prompt punishment to Sterling, 

effectively banishing him from the NBA and 

anything to do with the Clippers. Unfortu-

nately for the Clippers, even with Sterling 

gone from the building, his comments and 

thoughts remained like a black cloud above the 

organization. Players wondered if they wanted 

to remain playing for a team with an owner 

such as Sterling. Even coach Rivers pondered 

not returning to the team. Not surprisingly, the 

Clippers were blown out by the Warriors in 

their very next game and returned back to Los 

Angeles amidst a firestorm of commotion that 

had already made its way around the world 

and hung ominously above the Staples Center.

The Clippers could have just given up. If 

they had laid down and rolled over, perhaps 

no one would have even blamed them. Doc 

Rivers made sure that wasn’t going to happen, 

though. Rivers was brought to the organization 

to do a job, just as his players were, and he was 

going to make sure that job got done. Rivers 

instilled confidence into a team that otherwise 

should have had none. He brought the star 

out of Blake Griffin, molded DeAndre Jordan 

into the player that he should have been all 

this time and handed the reigns over to Chris 

Paul. Rivers made playing for the Clippers a 

special thing despite the unexceptional views 

of one man who previously sat courtside at all 

the home games. “I just told them to hang in 

there,” Rivers said. “The players have gotten a  

lot of attention and the players have had a chance  

to express their beliefs and how disappointed 

they were with this whole situation.” In a 

unified protest, the Clippers dropped their 

warm-up jerseys featuring the Clippers logo 

at center court and wore plain red T-shirts 

turned inside out instead. At that moment, 

the healing process began for this team and 

perseverance ensued. 

Now Sterling no longer represents the Clip-

pers. The comments that he has made are 

the views of just one ignorant man and have 

nothing to do with the players, coaches and 

staff surrounding the Clippers organization. The 

team of players that takes the court, puts in the 

hours, and works towards victories represents 

the Clippers now. Doc Rivers represents the 

Clippers. The fans that have been with the team 

from their days as one of the worst teams in 

the NBA to now, as one of the best, represent 

the Clippers. There are some owners who give 

their teams lifeblood, like the Jerry Busses 

and Mark Cubans of the world. Then there 

are others, like Sterling, who continuously 

force that life out of an organization. Sterling 

has been doing it for years. A horrid past of 

offensive and distasteful decisions followed 

this owner around and it was only a matter of 

time before he got caught. That time is now 

and the Clippers’ face is about to change and 

it couldn’t have come at a better time. 

Sterling’s comments may have been the best 

thing that has ever happened to a Clipper fan. 

Now the owner that has long since been despised 

by fans and other NBA people alike is finally 

gone for the association and gone for good; 

the Clippers now have a future and will not be 

viewed as solely a piece of property. As they 

are in the midst of one of the toughest playoff 

series in franchise history against the Oklahoma 

City Thunder, the Clippers are finally gaining 

an identity of strength, of perseverance, of stick-

to-itiveness. These Clippers, not the Clippers 

of Donald Sterling, but these players of Doc 

Rivers are an example to fans not just in the 

city of Los Angeles but to fans of the game 

of basketball from around the world. Win or 

lose in the second round of the playoffs, the 

Los Angeles Clippers have at last found their 

place in the NBA. They have found themselves. 

The Clippers will be a team to be reckoned 

with not just at the back end of this season, 

but for a long, long time to come. •

Warriors Win When It Counts
By Adam Serrao

The West High Warriors began the season 

getting to know themselves; realizing how to 

play together; their strengths and their weak-

nesses. The team’s early season struggles 

are certainly paying off now as the Warriors 

make their way through a tough Bay League 

schedule and attempt to stay in prime playoff 

positioning. Last Friday night at West High 

that is exactly what the Warriors did. Taking 

on the Palos Verdes Sea Kings, a team who 

was, at the time, in third place in the Bay 

League standings, the Warriors won the final 

game of a two-game set by the score of 8-7, 

dropping the Sea Kings down to fourth place 

while vaulting themselves up to second place in 

the process, where they now stand just behind 

Palos Verdes Peninsula.

Attaining a sweep against their rivals from 

Palos Verdes was by no means an easy task 

for head coach Juan Cueva and his West 

High Warriors to achieve. In fact, after open-

ing up the game with a run in the bottom of 

the second and another in the bottom of the 

third, the Warriors watched as their 2-0 lead 

slipped away at the hands of careless play. In 

the sixth inning, for instance, the Sea Kings 

were able to get two runs on the scoreboard 

without even making contact on a pitch. After 

the Warriors hit a Palos Verdes batter at the 

plate, the Sea Kings decided to be aggressive 

on the base paths and executed a double steal. 

A passed ball and two errors later, Palos Verdes 

had scored five runs throughout the course of 

two innings to take a 7-3 lead without even 

doing much work.  

That’s when West High accomplished the 

miraculous. Nyles Nygaard was the brunt of 

West High’s offense, as he usually is, and got 

things started in the seventh and final frame 

for the Warriors. Needing four runs to tie the 

game, Nygaard led off with a double. A base 

hit by Angel Mora and another by Javier Gal-

van drove in two consecutive runs to make the 

score 7-5. Rattled on the mound, Palos Verdes 

pitching then looked almost as sloppy as West 

High’s defense in the sixth inning. A bases 

loaded walk drove in another West High run 

and a wild pitch sent in the tying run from 

third base to miraculously tie the score when 

the Warriors were just about out of chances. 

The game went into extra innings and that’s 

when the aforementioned Mora saved the day. 

“He’s a senior that’s been stepping up to the 

party,” coach Cueva said of Mora. “We’ve been 

talking about the seniors stepping up and taking 

charge.” With one out in the bottom of the 10th 

inning, Mora did precisely that: stepped up. 

With a line drive single, Mora brought in the 

winning run to help the Warriors take an ugly, 

but effective 8-7 victory over Palos Verdes, in 

turn giving the team sole possession of second 

place in the Bay League. 

 Mora was 4-for-5 with a walk and two RBIs 

on the afternoon to help his team towards vic-

tory. With only one series left in the regular 

season, the Warriors will need some help to 

capture first place overall in the standings. 

Peninsula stands alone as the only team ahead 

of the Warriors in the standings. As West (14-

13, 6-2) opens up a two-game set against last 

place Leuzinger, Peninsula (21-5, 7-1) will 

take on the third place team Redondo Union 

to round out their season. The Warriors will 

not only need to be at the top of their game 

themselves, but they will have to hope for a 

sweep from Redondo to keep their division 

title hopes alive. 

South High
The South High Spartans continued on 

with the winning ways that have kept them 

atop the Pioneer League for a majority of this 

season. Their latest victims happened to be the 

Centennial Apaches, who sit in last place in 

the division standings. Drake Pingel was the 

pitcher of record as the Spartans hosted the 

Apaches last Friday afternoon. Pingel pitched 

a shutout through five innings as Kyle Henmi 

and Matt Jacoby led the way on offense for 

South with two hits and a run scored for Henmi 

and two RBIs for Jacoby in the 6-1 win. The 

Spartans are cruising along effortlessly in the 

Pioneer League, having won their last seven 

league games in a row. The Torrance Tartars 

(20-8,7-1), however, are trading blows for 

first place with South (19-8, 7-1) as the two 

sit stuck in a virtual tie for first place as the 

season comes to a close. 

Torrance High
The Tartars kept pace with South High by 

notching a two-game sweep of their own against 

the Lawndale Cardinals. There wasn’t much of 

a story to either game, as Lawndale was unable 

to come up with a run throughout the entire 

series. In the second of two at Kendall Field 

in Torrance, however, it was Tyler Martizia 

and Zack Ferrin who combined for the one-hit 

shutout for Torrance. Kyle Smith did away with 

pitching for the day, but came through with 

two hits to lead the way on offense for his 

club. Torrance (20-8,7-1), in a virtual lock for 

first place with South High for first place, will 

take on the fourth place North High Saxons to 

finish up their season this week. South (19-8, 

7-1) gets the third place El Segundo Eagles in 

what should be a heated contest on both ends 

of the city to decide who will ultimately take 

the Pioneer League crown outright. 

North High
Some might say that for the North High Saxons,  

this simply just isn’t their year in the baseball 

world. As the season comes to a close with only  

two games remaining, the Saxons find them-

selves as losers of their last five games in a 

row and seven of their last nine. Two of those 

five in a row came last week in a two-game set 

against the El Segundo Eagles. With a 6-4 loss 

in El Segundo, followed by a 12-4 loss here at 

North High, the Saxons now find themselves 

looking forward to a tough matchup this week 

against the first place Torrance Tartars to try to 

close the season out with a win or two. Though 

the Saxons’ (10-16, 6-7) playoff chances don’t 

look too bright at the moment, the team could 

always play the spoiler and knock Torrance 

out of their first place position with a win. •

“With one out in the bottom of  the 10th inning,  
Mora did precisely that: stepped up.”

“Win or lose in the second round of  the playoffs, the  
Los Angeles Clippers have at last found their place in the NBA.”
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The City of Torrance Asks for Your Help

WATCH YOUR MAILBOX FOR GOOD GOVERNMENT:

By Sue Herbers, Torrance City Clerk

You, the voter, wield the most influential 

tool in politics: your ballot.  In the upcoming 

June 3rd municipal elections, the City of 

Torrance asks for your help in demanding 

honest campaign tactics and the best for your 

community.  

For the past few years, there has been a 

robust dialogue regarding the expectations 

of the people of Torrance of their elected 

officials.  Most recently, a blue-ribbon panel 

of community leaders set clear, shared goals 

for candidates and their campaign teams in 

the Ethics Policy for Candidates for Elective 

Office.  See TorranceVotes.org for more 

information along with a video of the actual 

Ethics training class offered to all candidates 

(21 of 23 attended) shortly after the filing 

was completed. 

The next step beyond the conversation about 

ethics is reinforcement that what’s been written 

on paper and shared out actually matters in 

practice.  This is your job as a Torrance voter.  

While solid ground work has been laid, it’s your 

duty to consider each candidate’s campaign 

through your own political lens, consider their 

policy positions and words, and hold them 

accountable for their actions when you place 

your ballot in the box. 

We’re all busy these days, and seemingly more 

so every month.  Knowing this, the Torrance 

Votes project has put together some simple 

guidelines for you to research candidates.  You 

should have already received brochures regarding 

the program in your mailbox – either from the 

candidates or supporters, had a candidate or 

their supporters walk your street, attended a 

campaign forum or neighborhood meet & greet.   

Have you seen campaign related materials 

including a series of video vignettes on the 

City’s cable channel or the City’s Strategic Plan 

Reports on progress in meeting the Strategic 

goals set by a citizen committee in 2008 on 

TorranceVotes.org.  

Remember to follow three simple steps to 

become a more savvy consumer of political 

rhetoric: First, read the candidate statements 

found in your sample ballot statements by 

fourteen of the sixteen candidates.  Second, 

explore the candidates, their histories and their 

goals in their own words at the non-partisan 

Smart Voter website, www.SmartVoter.Org.  

And, third, research the candidates and their 

campaigns based on strategies found on the 

Torrance Votes website, www.TorranceVotes.org.  

It’s important to note that the City of 

Torrance does not endorse or suggest you 

vote for any individual candidate. Each 

voter has their own political mindset about 

what’s truly important to them and no two 

are completely alike.  You know where to 

find them.  And, it is hoped that each resident 

will take the time to engage in the process 

and vote accordingly.

The most important part is remembering to 

vote!  Go to the bottom of the ballot to find 

the City of Torrance races when you go to 

the polls.  OR make sure your VoteByMail 

ballot is received by the Registrar no later 

than 8:00 p.m.  It is OK to drop off a voted 

VoteByMail ballot at any Torrance precinct.  

And you’ll find all Torrance voting precincts 

online at TorranceVote.org as well! For more 

information about the upcoming municipal 

election, or the Torrance Voter project, please 

contact the City Clerk at 310.618.2870. •

Torrance Softball Improves to 20-8 (5-2)

Lady Tartars rejoice around Marissa Moreno after she reached home plate for her three-run homer in the sixth inning.

By Kelly Kemp  -  Photos by Shelley Kemp.

Although giving up two quick runs against the Eagles, Tartars all-star Pitcher Nicole Ayala 

settled down and improved each inning for the defensive finish and 4-3 win versus the Pioneer 

League-leader El Segundo.

The Maroon & Gray upset the Blue & Gold by pounding out 4 runs in the top of the sixth, 

with the scoring as follows: Sophomore Katelyn Christian, in leadoff, hit by pitch; Senior Kamryn 

Watts walked; Sophomore Jade Arslanian singled, advancing all runners; Sophomore Ce Ce Da 

Costa flied deep to left-center for a sacrifice fly, scoring Christian; Freshman Desiree Medina 

pop-up bunt caught for second out; Sophomore Marissa Moreno home run to clear the bases.

Keep clearing the bases in League and best of luck in CIF!

Sophomore Jade Arslanian makes a play for an out at first. Starting Senior and Co-Captain Nicole Ayala pitched a complete 
game in the win against El Segundo.

El Segundo’s Tess Von Flue stares through the outfield fence as the home 
run ball hit by Marissa Moreno falls to the ground beyond her reach.

Senior Shortstop Kamryn Watts lets fly a pass to first for an out.
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bakery – imported groceries

italy – argentina – mexico – peru 

& other latin countries

BEEF
(ONION, OLIVES, EGG, 

BELL PEPPERS)

SPICY BEEF
(ONION, BELL PEPPERS, 

CHILE HABANERO)

CHICKEN
(ONION, 

BELL PEPPERS)

SPINACH
(ONION, MOZZARELLA 

CHEESE, BECHAMEL SAUCE)

POMO
(TOMATO, BASIL, 

MOZZARELLA CHEESE)

PEPPERONI
(PEPPERONI, MARINARA 

SAUCE, MOZZARELLA CHEESE)

CONTINENTALGOURMETMARKET.COM

TRY OUR ARGENTINIAN 

EMPANADAS! select from:

IN STORE  

PURCHASE ONLY. 

MINIMUM OF 

$20 OR MORE.

%
OFF!10

Please Present Coupon to Cashier
at either Lomita or Hawthorne

Market Locations.

lomita

25600 Narbonne Ave. (near PCH)
310.530.3213

hawthorne

12921 S. Prairie Ave. (near W. 129th St.)
310.676-5444

TWO LOCATIONS!

Announcing Tortilla Cantina’s

“GIRLS NIGHT OUT” Specials
Every Wednesday from 5-9pm

Join us and share an evening with friends with a menu featuring
Special Appetizers, Small Plate Entrees, Desserts and Refreshments

P.S. Guys welcomed too!

et that grill cleaned up. The weather is great 
and summer vegetables are just going crazy at the 
Torrance Farmers Market.
I took a walk this Saturday and was amazed at the 
bounty of great looking vegetables. 
Grilling vegetables is a great way to not only prepare 
the wonders of the garden, but also keeps the fresh 
crispness and nutrients in the vegetables and not in 
the water that you would use to cook them.
Hints for grilling vegetables:
• Cut the vegetables in pieces that are sized to cook 
fast, but not fall through the grates.
• Don’t try to grill too much at once; you will either 
burn them or not get them cooked enough.
• Use light oil. Don’t over oil them. They will just burn 
and not grill.
• Season them with care. Don’t use too much flavoring. 
Let them speak for themselves. Salt and pepper is great 
when the veggies are so sweet and in season.
• Save the seasoning for the meats that you serve 
with the veggies.

G

The Chef

and how to bang them
by Chef Shafer

Grilling Oil for 
Veggies and More

This is an all purpose grilling oil that 

can be used for fish, meats, or veggies

Ingredients
2 cups vegetable oil
2 tablespoons kosher salt
2 tablespoon course ground black pepper
1/2 cup chopped parsley
1/2 cup fine chopped garlic

Mix together in a bowl. 

Apply to vegetables and grill lightly till 

tender. •
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a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Sue Golden was born in Los Angeles at 

Hollywood Presbyterian Hospital and grew up 

in the South Bay. “My twin sister and I were 

born there; she has also become a member [of 

the auxiliary]. My husband and I have owned 

our home in Torrance for 29 years. I retired 

from Hi-Shear Technology – I was Operations 

Manager there. My husband is Kurt Weideman. 

He also does a lot of philanthropic work. He 

is past president of the Torrance Foundation, 

Torrance Historical Society, and he is currently 

a member of the Torrance City Council. We 

have two daughters, Jodi and Angela, both 

living with their families in Indiana; a son, 

Christopher, still in the South Bay; and we have 

an adopted special needs daughter, Christina, 

we adopted when she was about five and a 

half. She is living in Portland right now.” 

After Sue retired from Hi-Shear Technology, 

she decided to get involved teaching with South 

Bay Literacy (SBL). The mission of SBL is to 

teach people to read and write. “Although I had 

never met her, a woman who was also teaching 

at SBL came up to me and said, ‘would you 

be interested in finding out about the South 

Bay Auxiliary of Children’s Hospital?’ [That 

was] 2005 and I became a member and almost 

immediately joined the board. If I am going 

to give up my time I want to have input. I 

started as parliamentarian and then became a 

First VP and then president after four years, 

from 2009 to 2011. Three of the last five 

presidents have been Torrance residents and 

about 25 – 30 percent of the active members 

are from Torrance,” added Sue. She told me 

the membership is probably sixty people but 

the active core is somewhere around forty.

The Thrift Shop is ‘manned’ by a group 

of about thirty-five women who are assigned 

specific days and if a conflict arises, then the 

ladies exchange days with each other. Sue told 

me the system works marvelously well. The 

shop exists entirely on donated goods and no 

one takes a salary. No one. The women take 

in the donations, sort, clean, iron, price, and 

then donate to the Goodwill what they do not 

place in their shop. “We are very selective,” 

added Sue. Experts who are part of the group 

help price specific items. For example, someone 

might be knowledgeable about china or jewelry 

or maybe someone else knows all about art or 

books. When they are not sure of value, they 

go to experts and on occasion they sell things 

on the internet. But Sue told me they haven’t 

exactly had an ‘Antiques Roadshow’ moment 

where someone had donated a Picasso – at 

least she hopes not. And if something comes 

in and they aren’t sure what it is or what it’s 

for, they put it on the counter and if you can 

figure it out, you can have it. “If we get too 

many stuffed animals, we donate them to police 

departments. Our idea is to keep it going. We 

tell people when they come into the shop, when 

you see something you like, you need to buy 

it now because there is no guarantee it will be 

there in an hour, or tomorrow. It is priced to 

move and our quality is much higher. . . .” said 

Sue. Nothing stays on the shelves more than 

three months. There is a color code system and 

on the last two days of the last month, they 

have a dollar sale and that clears things out. 

Items are priced to move and after paying the 

rent and the electricity, all the revenue goes to 

the hospital. No one takes one cent.

On the first Tuesday of December, (this 

year it will be on December 2), the Thrift 

Shop has their annual Holiday Boutique Sale 

and Luncheon held at the Palos Verdes Golf 

Club. Everyone is invited to attend the sale that 

includes china, housewares, books, clothing, and 

jewelry. “I have been the boutique chairman 

for the last two years. It is a lot of work. We 

have one lady who does jewelry. In our group 

we have several professional painters so they 

look at the artwork. We have such an interesting 

group of women. Some are retired teachers, 

nurses, professionals like myself -- some of 

them have amazing life stories to tell. That is 

the wonderful thing about joining this group. 

You meet the nicest, most interesting women 

you wouldn’t meet otherwise. All of the revenue 

from the thrift shop goes to the hospital. The 

older ladies have a Bridge Fling in June. Most 

of the members are retired but there are some 

daughters who volunteer,” said Sue.

I asked how someone becomes part of the 

auxiliary and Sue explained, “First someone 

who is a member recommends you for 

membership. Your application is presented to the 

board and if the board approves it, the general 

membership approves it. Everyone has to go 

through twenty-seven hours of training – they 

are a ‘provisional’ during this time. Usually a 

three-hour shift per week is what people do. 

Some people naturally take on special projects 

and become very involved in the organization. 

Approximately nine hundred children from the 

South Bay were seen at Children’s Hospital Los 

Angeles last year -- four hundred eighty from 

Torrance. Lots of people who patronize our 

shop do so because they have family members 

who have been helped by Children’s Hospital.”

“Once a year all the associates and affiliates 

go down [to the hospital] and if there isn’t some 

kind of a plague in town, we get to tour. It’s 

really inspirational. All you have to do is go 

down there and see those kids, and you say, 

‘Okay, it’s worth it,’ this is why we do it,” 

said Sue. I asked Sue what she enjoys about 

being part of the auxiliary and she told me, 

“You see how people in most parts of the world 

live and you look around and say, I have got 

running water, I have indoor plumbing, and I 

think when people have the time particularly 

if people have the ability to give back – it is 

trite but what is the saying? To whom much is 

given… [much will be required, Luke 12:48]. 

Never occurred to me not to -- I just said 

yes. That is what my mother used to tell me, 

‘don’t you know how to say no’ all during 

working. I was a PTA lifer because that is 

what I could do.”

How do you donate items? Come to the 

front door if you have a small donation or 

go around to the back if you have a large 

donation. The Thrift Shop is open for business, 

serving the people in the South Bay to help 

the children at the hospital. This South Bay 

group rooted in our community does amazing 

things – quietly and gently, day by day. Visit 

the shop, purchase the goods, donate to the 

cause, and help these selfless women help our 

children in need of care. •

TerriAnn in Torrance
By TerriAnn Ferren

There are those among us who go about 

doing a lot of good almost completely under 

the radar. And if it weren’t that this particular 

organization happened to celebrate their 100th 

Anniversary last Sunday, I still might not know 

about these wonderful women. The organization 

I am speaking about is the South Bay Auxiliary 

of Children’s Hospital Los Angeles. These 

dedicated women operate their thrift shop at 

1418 Aviation Boulevard in Redondo Beach. 

Although the Thrift Shop has been in many 

locations since 1930, it has been at its current 

address since January 1970. 100 percent of the 

proceeds from the Thrift Shop go to help fund 

the Children’s Hospital. 

Children’s Hospital Los Angeles, located at 

the corner of Sunset and Vermont in Los Feliz, 

is one of only eight children’s hospitals in the 

nation, and has been serving the community 

since 1901. It is the first and oldest children’s 

hospital in the state and the best on the west 

coast, according to the prestigious US News 

and World Report Honor Roll. This premiere 

teaching hospital also works hand in hand with 

the Keck School of Medicine of the University 

of California. Wow!

I wanted to find out how this efficient, 

philanthropic, and wonderful organization works. 

Janet Payne, recipient of the prestigious Jared 

Sidney Torrance Award, and First Vice President 

of the Torrance Historical Society and Museum, 

among many other duties, approached me and 

told me about the auxiliary. After that, I made 

time to meet with Sue Golden, a member of 

the auxiliary who served as president from 

2009 -2011.

Sue was generous enough to take time from 

her busy day to give me a peek into the world 

of these generous-hearted women who almost 

go unnoticed. She began by telling me, “There 

is an outpatient satellite facility in Torrance at 

the corner of Torrance Boulevard and Madrona. 

What we are, our group – Children’s Hospital 

Los Angeles depends a lot on philanthropic 

fundraising. Starting about one hundred years 

ago… there are probably thirty to thirty-

five associate auxiliaries that raise [money] 

philanthropically for the hospital. We fund 

research, machines, and imaging centers. We 

choose a project and we raise money for it and 

our particular auxiliary runs a thrift shop,” said 

Sue. All the members are volunteers and they 

are from South Bay cities including Torrance, 

Hermosa Beach, and Redondo Beach. The Thrift 

Shop operates Monday through Saturday, 10 

100 Years of Unselfish Volunteers

Fact: There are over 18,000 children in Los Angeles 
County in the foster care system. 

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE TODAY 

Inspire  Get Involved  Donate  Volunteer 

-  

Janet Romein volunteering at the Thrift Shop. Sue Golden, President of the Auxiliary from 2009 – 2011. 

The Thrift Shop operated by the Auxiliary to Children’s Hospital Los Angeles. All photos by TerriAnn Ferren.
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1-Naba Japanese Restaurant 20920 Hawthorne Blvd. 

American Tire 22940 Hawthorne Blvd. 

Anza Pacific Barber Salon 4330 Pacific Coast Highway 

Arco 23510 Crenshaw Blvd.

Arico Hallmark 3856 Sepulveda Blvd.

Artesian Car Wash 17500 Prairie Ave.

Barnes & Noble 21500 Hawthorne Blvd.

Benihana 21327 Hawthorne Blvd.

Billy’s Deli & Cafe 5160 W. 190th St.

Bottle Shop 2087 Torrance Blvd.

Buffalo Fire Department 1261 Cabrillo Ave.

Chamber Of Commerce 3400 Torrance Blvd.

Chase Bank 2549 P.C.H., Torrance 

Chateau Liquor 4545 W. Sepulveda Blvd.

Chinese Shanghai Restaurant 2880 P.C.H., Torrance

Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf 21300B Hawthorne Blvd. 

Cop-A-Tan 24231 Crenshaw Blvd.

Courtyard Torrance 1925 190th St. 

Cousin Vinny’s Cafe 5150 W. 190th St.

Creative Cuts Int’l. 21217 Hawthorne Blvd.

Crest Restaurant and Bar 1625 Cabrillo Ave.

CVS 1303 Sepulveda Blvd. 

Dee Hardison Gym 2400 Jefferson St.

Del Amo Car Wash  20505 Hawthorne Blvd.

Del Amo Professional Pharmacy 21320 Hawthorne Blvd.

Dino’s Burgers 1975 Torrance Blvd.

El Camino College 16007 Crenshaw Blvd.

El Pollo Inka 23705 Hawthorne Blvd.

Fox Drug of Torrance 1327 El Prado Ave. 

Frank’s Liquor 1601 Cabrillo Ave.

Froots 21219 Hawthorne Blvd. 

Griffith Adult Center 2291 Washington Ave. 

Hamilton Adult Center 2606 W. 182nd St. 

Hof’s Hut  23635 Crenshaw Blvd.

Infiniti South Bay 3233 P.C.H., Torrance 

Jack’s Pizza 5007 P.C.H., Torrance

Ken’s Market 901 Inglewood Ave., Redondo Bch

L. A. Fitness 3550 W. Carson St #404

La Cocina 4438 182nd St., Redondo Bch.

Lingley Chevron Extra Mile 23420 Crenshaw Blvd.

Little Company Of Mary Hospital 4101 Torrance Blvd.

Little Company Of Mary Medical Cntr 4201 Torrance Blvd.

Manee Thai Massage 24020 Vista Montana #A 

Massey’s House of Flowers 25929 S. Western Blvd.

Miyako Hybrid Hotel 21381 S. Western Ave.

Old Torrance Coffee & Tea 1413 Marcelina Ave.

Pacific Porsche 2900 P.C.H., Torrance

Palos Verdes Bowl 24600 Crenshaw Blvd.

PCH Smiles 2740 Pacific Coast Hwy. 

Pediatric Therapy Network 1815 W. 213th St., Suite 100

Power Volvo 3010 P.C.H., Torrance 

Ralphs 1413 Hawthorne Blvd.

Ralphs 5035 P.C.H., Torrance

Rascal’s Teriyaki Grill 5111 Torrance Blvd.

Residence Inn 3701 Torrance Blvd.

Seashore Chinese 5137 Calle Mayor

Seafood Town Chinese Resturant 22922 Hawthorne Blvd.

Shakey’s Pizza 5105 Torrance Blvd., Torrance

Shorewood Realty 1009 Torrance Blvd.

Snax Restaurant 4535 Sepulveda Blvd.

South Bay BMW 18800 Hawthorne Blvd.

South Bay Pain Docs 2557-A Pacific Coast Hwy. 

South Coast Retina Center 2601 Airport Dr., Suite 210 

South End Racquet & Health Club 2800 Skypark Dr.

Southeast Torrance Library 23115 Arlington Ave.

Southwood Dry Cleaners 22232 Palos Verdes Blvd.

Spires Restaurant 1750 Sepulveda Blvd  

Starbuck’s Coffee 5005 P.C.H., Torrance

Staybridge Suites Hotel 19901 Prairie Ave.

Street Faire Antiques, 1317 Sartori Ave. 

T.R.G. Real Estate Group 3480 Torrance Blvd.

The Depot  1250 Cabrillo Ave.

The Little Gym 21203 Hawthorne Blvd.  

Tony Roma’s 24301 Crenshaw Blvd.

Torrance Bakery 1341 El Prado Ave.

Torrance City Hall 3031 Torrance Blvd.

Torrance Cultural Arts Center 3320 Civic Center

Torrance Historical Society 1345 Post Ave. 

Torrance Library  3301 Torrance Blvd.

Torrance Library 4805 Emerald St.

Torrance Police Dept. 3300 Civic Center

Torrance Police Dept. 3624 Artesia Blvd.

Torrance Produce Market & Deli 1303 El Prado Ave.  

Torrance Recreation Center 3341 Torrance Blvd.

Tortilla Cantina 1225 El Prado Ave.

Toyota North America 19001 S. Western Ave. 

Tucker’s Market 3690 Newton St. 

Vince’s Spaghetti 23609 Hawthorne Blvd.

Volunteer Center 1230 Cravens Ave. 

Wahoo’s Fish Taco 3556 Torrance Blvd.

Walgreens 2690 P.C.H., Torrance

Walgreens 4142 P.C.H., Torrance 

Walgreens 2976 W. Sepulveda Blvd.

Walgreens 2321 Hawthorne Blvd, Redondo Beach 

Walgreens 22930 S. Western Ave.

Walmart Neighborhood Market 19340 Hawthorne Blvd. 

West End Raquet & Health 4343 Spencer St.

Western Museum of Flight 3315 Airport Drive

‘Y’ Not Burgers 22940 Hawthorne Blvd

Yamabuki Restaurant  23863 Hawthorne Blvd. 

YMCA Torrance-South Bay 2900 E. Sepulveda Blvd.

Looking for the Torrance Tribune?
You can find us at all the following locations as well as our Web site: www.heraldpublications.com
Want a subscription? For $50 a year, we will mail a newspaper to your home. Just mail us a check. We will use the address on the check for your subscription address,  
unless instructions state otherwise.  Mail the check to Herald Publications, 312 E. Imperial Ave., El Segundo, 90245.  Please add “Torrance Subscription” in the memo line.

e.

Bl d

One Man’s Opinion Another Man’s Opinion
By Gerry Chong

We are a nation of contradictions, aren’t 

we? This week we were treated to still 

another treatise on Global Warming . . . or 

as it now called, “Climate Change,” since 

the earth hasn’t been warming for the last 

17 years. Undaunted, the followers of the 

environmental faith struck another spike in 

the heart of the economy. The contradiction 

of the Leftists is that they will accept the 

apocalyptic models from computers, but 

they reject the faith of religion, based on 

thousands of years of human experience. 

Both visions of the future and acceptance of 

God are matters of faith, but while Leftists 

accept one, they reject the other.

The Pentagon is equally contradictory. 

It bemoans the reductions in budgeting, 

yet wastes the assets it has. This week the 

Pentagon admitted it would destroy its $1.2 

billion in small arms ammunition simply 

because it does not have an accounting 

system capable of sharing information with 

the General Accountability Office, and cannot 

therefore manage its inventory. For instance, 

a Marine request for ammunition is e-mailed 

to the Army, where it is manually typewritten 

into the Army system because the Services 

cannot share data.

Even as the military cannot keep track of 

its ammunition, other federal agencies are 

buying ammunition at a rate . . . do I dare say 

it? . . . like there’s no tomorrow. Homeland 

Security in July placed an order for 25 million 

rounds of shotgun shells, deliverable at the rate 

of 5 million rounds per year for five years. 

Earlier this year, Homeland Security ordered 

141,000 sniper rounds of .308 ammunition, 

each having a range of 800-900 yards.

Last year, Homeland Security bought 2 

million rounds of ammunition of various 

capabilities, and over the last several years 

has bought 2.5 billion rounds, including many 

hollow-point bullets intended to stop human 

beings. Two months ago, Homeland Security 

began taking delivery of hundreds of retrofitted 

Mine-Resistant Ambush Protected Vehicles 

(MRAP) once used in Iraq and Afghanistan, 

now destined for the streets of the U.S. 

In total, the Justice Department says there 

are 40 federal agencies containing 120,000 

men authorized to carry arms. Those agencies 

include the EPA, Drug Enforcement Agency, 

Bureau of Prisons, Library of Congress, 

Federal Reserve Board, Fish and Wild 

Life, The Park Service, Social Security 

Administration, the Department of Agriculture, 

The National Oceanographic and Atmospheric 

Administration, The IRS, The U.S. Marshall’s 

Office, The Department of Education, The 

Secret Service, the Health and Human Services 

Department, The Postal Department, and the 

infamous Bureau of Land Management which 

physically threatened Cliven Bundy in Nevada.  

In fact, guns and ammunition bristle from 

every nook and cranny of a Federal government 

which claims to abhor the spread of weapons for 

public consumption. Ominously, in response, 

private gun buyers have overwhelmed the 

ATF’s registration system, having grown by 

380% between 2005 and 2013. 

In a toxic cocktail, the military cannot 

control i ts  weapons inventory; the 

government’s paramilitary departments bristle 

with weapons; and a citizenry distrustful of 

intrusive and outsized government is arming 

itself to the teeth. Take a breath and step 

back, everyone. •

Hypocrisy and  
Inefficiency at Its Worst

By Cristian Vasquez

Since Sept. 11, 2012, Republicans have 

been at the Democrats’ throats for the White 

House’s mishandling of the Benghazi attacks. 

Such has been the commitment of GOP 

members to get to the truth, that a committee 

has been assigned to investigate the response 

by the White House to the attacks. So far it 

does seem that the Obama Administration lied 

about the severity of the situation and tried to 

cover up the true motives behind the attack to 

an American embassy that left four Americans 

dead. The problem with the creation of this 

committee and its search for the truth is that it 

is coming on the eve of midterm elections. So 

the question becomes: are these Republicans 

sincerely concerned with finding the truth? Or 

is it this another example of the GOP rallying 

behind a tragedy to garner votes?

Did the Obama Administration and then 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton lie? Yes 

they did; or if they did not lie and all of this 

information coming out is news to them, then 

everyone was asleep at the wheel as these attacks 

took place. Either way, it is unacceptable and 

those responsible should be held accountable. 

What is ironic, insulting and frustrating is 

that the representatives seeking justice come 

from the same party that was wasn’t paying 

attention when the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks 

took place. Even worse, the same party that 

used the tragedy of that horrific day in 2001 

to garner votes to stay in power is at it again. 

South Carolina Republican Ted Gowdy 

recently said that members of his party should 

not use the tragic death of four Americans for 

political gain; however, this entire committee 

and investigation reeks of nothing more than 

a move for political gain. If the Republicans 

as a political party were so committed to 

sharing the truth with the American public, 

where is their probe into the war in Iraq? 

Why aren’t they breaking down the footage 

of members from the Bush Administration 

indicating, with absolute certainty, where the 

weapons of mass destruction were located? 

Where are the weapons of mass destruction 

that were such a threat to us? Oh, they 

were moved. Where to? The truth is that the 

lies, or mishandling of information, during 

President Bush’s time in the White House has 

resulted in more than 4,500 dead Americans 

and millions of dead civilians. Where is the 

Republican outcry? 

The Benghazi attacks were tragic and from 

the information that has been made available, 

they should have been prevented. Just like I 

am calling out the Bush Administration for 

its inefficiency and the lies that led us into 

Iraq, the Obama Administration also has to 

be held accountable for its ineffectiveness 

in preventing and dealing with the Benghazi 

attacks. My calling out of both political 

parties for their ineffectiveness and hypocrisy 

has no ulterior motive. It would be great to 

see the Republicans’ probe into Benghazi 

punish those responsible for the attacks in 

D.C. and in Libya. Sadly, what they really 

want is votes and they will probably obtain 

plenty of them. •



Page 12 May 15, 2014 TORRANCE TRIBUNE

SUDOKU Medium

Last Week’s Answers

Each Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9X9 grid that has been subdivided into nine smaller grids of 3X3 
squares. To solve the puzzle each row, column and box must contain each of the numbers 1 to 9.

Across
1. Burnett
6. Tiny openings
11. Mud bath locale
14. Swears
15. Aquarium fish
16. Euripides play
17. Simon and Garfunkel classic
20. Kind of socks
21. Bolt down
22. “American Idol,” for one
23. Increase, with “up”
25. Look-see
26. French collagist
29. Food fish
32. Saudi Arabian money
36. At an easy pace
38. Bit of dust
39. Noiseless
42. ___ de force
43. Pregnancy part
44. Pitchers
46. Shoestrings
47. Cow chow
48. Facility
50. Catch red-handed
52. Not wholesale

55. Groundskeeper’s supply
57. Derby
61. 1982 Streep flick
64. Moving option
65. Codeine source
66. Literally, “for this”
67. Thickness
68. Tears
69. Dilly

Down
1. Wine holder
2. Shakespeare, the Bard of ___
3. Debauchee
4. Dog tag datum
5. Kind of trip
6. Ancient gathering place
7. Hit the road
8. “___ De-Lovely”
9. Hackneyed
10. Food tray
11. Trigonometry function
12. Somewhat, in music
13. From the top
18. Exacting
19. Inuits
24. Needle holder

25. Purging medicine
26. Winged
27. Plant more seeds
28. Provoke
30. See 28-Down
31. “The Nutcracker” lead
33. Sonic ___
34. Bewildered
35. Distrustful
37. Dreamlike
40. Pecuniary punishment
41. Tableland
45. Popeye, e.g.
49. Inclination
51. Modern ___
52. Invitation letters
53. List ender
54. Wee
55. Poker variety
56. Resistance units
58. Turkish title
59. Some candy, to a Brit
60. Carve in stone
62. Flipper
63. Catch a few Zs

WEEKLY CROSSWORD See Answers Next Week

“Hush!”
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43

44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

T
1

A
2

L
3

C
4

S
5

A
6

N
7

E
8

R
9

P
10

Y
11

R
12

E
13

O
14

V E R O
15

L I V E R
16

O A D

G
17

E T O F
18

F T H E G R
19

O U N D

C
20

I A O A
21

U D I O

D
22

U
23

N
24

K E R L
25

E
26

E
27

K S

O
28

B O E H
29

O S P I T A
30

L
31

S
32

D
33

I R T S
34

O F T E N D
35

A Y

G
36

E T T I
37

N G T H E G O
38

O D S

E
39

T H C
40

U T I E S U
41

N I T

M
42

Y S T
43

I F I E R T
44

I D E

R
45

E F E R B
46

A
47

L S A M

O
48

B
49

E
50

Y S H
51

O P I

G
52

E T S T H
53

E
54

B
55

E T T E R
56

O
57

F
58

L
59

E N T I
60

S A A C R
61

E D O

E
62

R A S S
63

T A P H S
64

T E P

2 9
8 4 6 2

6 7 1 8 5
2 8 5

9 3 7 2
2 1 3

2 9 8 1 3
1 5 3 9

5 4

3 6 9 4 7 2 1 8 5
1 2 5 9 3 8 7 6 4
7 8 4 1 6 5 3 2 9
8 4 6 2 1 7 5 9 3
2 3 1 8 5 9 4 7 6
5 9 7 6 4 3 2 1 8
9 5 2 7 8 4 6 3 1
4 1 8 3 2 6 9 5 7
6 7 3 5 9 1 8 4 2

 

PRICING 1X 2X 3X 4X
Up to 21 words:  $40 $50 $60 $70
Up to 28 words:  $45 $55 $65 $75
Up to 35 words:  $50 $60 $70 $80
Up to 42 words:  $55 $65 $75 $85
Up to 49 words:  $60 $70 $80 $90

KEEP IT LOCAL
NEW 
LOWER 
RATES!

 
The deadline for Classified Ad copy and payment is at Noon 
on Tuesday. We reserve the right to reject, edit, and determine 
proper classification of classified ads. Herald Publications does 
not guarantee that the advertiser’s claims are true nor does it 
take responsibility for those claims.

PLEASE NOTE: new email address. E-mail ad copy to:  
class@heraldpublications.com. 

HOW TO PAY: CHECKS, CASH OR CREDIT CARDS. Include Visa or M/C number along 

with billing address, security code, expiration date, email address and phone number. 

PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED BEFORE AD IS PUBLISHED!

Credit Card Billing Information
Card Number Security Code Expiration Date

First Name on Card Last Name on Card

Address

City State Zip/Postal Code

Phone Number

Payment Type CASH CHECK

Signature

Ad Copy

OVER 40 THOUSAND PAPERS DELIVERED WITHIN MILES OF YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS.

For your convenience you can fill out this form and fax it (310-322-2787), email (class@
heraldpublications.com) it or bring it into the office at 312 E Imperial Avenue, El Segundo.

COMMUNITIES COUNT

To appear in next week’s  

paper, submit your Classifed Ad 

by Noon on Tuesday.

Classifieds
The deadline for Classified Ad submission and payment is Noon on Tuesday to appear in Thursday’s paper. Advertisements must be 
submitted in writing by mail, fax or email. You may pay by cash, check, or credit card (Visa or M/C over the phone).

Errors: Please check your advertisements immediately. Any corrections and/or changes in an ad must be requested prior to the fol-
lowing Tuesday deadline in order to receive a credit. A credit will be issued for only the first time the error appears. Multiple runs will 
only be credited for the first time the error appears. No credit will be issued for an amount greater than the cost of the advertisement.

Beware: Employment offers that suggest guaranteed out-of-state or overseas positions may be deceptive or unethical in nature. If 
you have any doubts about the nature of a company, contact the local office of the Better Business Bureau, (213) 251-9696. Herald 
Publications does not guarantee that the advertiser’s claims are true nor does it take responsibility for those claims.

GARAGE SALE

Triplex!  Cloth ing,  fur n i ture, 
collectibles, kids sporting goods, 
knickknacks. 628-632 Sheldon Street, 
ES. 7am-1pm Saturday, May 17th 
and Sunday, May 18th.

GARAGE SALE

Saturday, May 17, 8 a.m. No early 
birds please. 1509 E. Elm Ave.  
Big collection Red Hat Society 
items and other things. Bargain 
priced. Proceeds for Los Angeles 
V.A. Hospital

GARAGE SALE

875 California St., Sat. 5/17 7 a.m. 
- eleven. Lots of  clothes, some new 
and  knickknacks, purses and shoes.

HOUSE FOR RENT

2 BD 1 BA Fireplace, hardwood 
floors, front house. Avail July 1st 
located at 823 Penn for $1950. 
(310)322-5662.

SEEKING ROOMMATE

2 bedroom one bath no smoking be 
ready to move in third week of  May 
$650 includes all utilities. Contact 
Chris for more details (626) 253-6733.

YARD SALE

Sat, May 17 7-3 538 Concord 
St., huge selection of  numbered 
commemorative plates by Franklin 
Mint, Pemberton & Oaks, Edwin 
Knowles & others; jewelry, books, 
videos, kitchen items, bric-a-brac. 

EMPLOYMENT

 
Writers  wanted  fo r  loca l 
community newspapers.  Area 
to be covered is Tor rance 
(Torrance Tribune). You must 
have some writing experience.  
P l e a s e  s e n d  r e s u m e  t o 
management@heraldpublications.
com. No phone calls please.  

EMPLOYMENT

 
Display Ad Sales Position. We 
need an experienced Display Ad 
Salesperson for Herald Publications. 
Territories include Torrance, 
El Segundo and Hawthorne. 
Full or part-time positions are 
avai lable. 20% commission 
on a l l  sa les.  I f  in terested 
please email your resume to 
management@heraldpublications.
com. No phone calls please. 

EMPLOYMENT

E.S. woman seeking a personal + 
safe driver (male or female). One or 
two hours, one or two days a week 
around E.S. + surrounding areas. If  
interested call 310-414-2659

ESTATE SALE

Huge Estate Sale May, 15th-
17th Thurs-Saturday. Antiques, 
collectibles, furniture, clothes, etc. 
1448 East Palm Ave. 

APARTMENT FOR RENT

1 Bedroom apar tment  wi th 
immaculate view of the City. 707 East 
Grand for $1,300 a month.  1 room 
in a house with full house privileges 
for $600 a month including utilities. 
(310)365-1481 or (310)641-2148.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Upper 2 bedroom. Immaculate 
appliances. Tile floor in kitchen and 
bath. Parking. Available after May 
19th. 7709 Alverstone, Westchester.  
(310)365-1481 (310)641-2148.

EMPLOYMENT

 
Part-time office worker wanted:  
Must be famil iar with Mac 
computers and knowing Indesign 
is a plus too.  Hours would be 
approx. 9-1:00PM. Monday – 
Thursday.  Responsibilities will be 
varied. Skills required include by 
are not limited to: strong english 
speaking and writing ability,  
working well with public , attention 
to detail and meeting deadlines.  
Interested parties, send resume to 
management@heraldpublications.
com. No phone calls please. 
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PUBLISH 
YOUR  
PUBLIC 

NOTICES 
HERE

optional actions the Council could seek 

more information on, which included making 

changes to the box office hours and fees at 

the George Nakano Theatre and introducing 

tiered rental rates at the Torrance Cultural 

Arts Center. The Torrance Performing Arts 

Consortium began the conversation on service 

fees at the box office of the theatre by seeking 

a freeze to cost of living adjustment to fees 

for the facilities they use (which is reflected 

in the budget) and asking the Council to 

look into dropping the $2.50 service fee 

for purchasing tickets by phone. During the 

discussion the Council looked into the hours 

the box office was operational, and Mayor 

Frank Scotto noted that the city could save 

money while maintaining the core service 

of the box office by reducing its hours of 

operation. “I think we could curtail the hours 

and save a lot of money there,” said Scotto. 

The changes to the Cultural Arts Center 

rates would introduce a “non-peak” rate for 

Monday though Thursday daytime use. City 

staff suggested a 15 percent discount for 

non-peak use, but both Scotto and Council 

member Kurt Weideman thought the discount 

was not enough to attract new customers, 

with Scotto referring to possibly a 25 or 30 

percent discount. As usual, this workshop 

mostly dug into what issues the Council 

City Council    from front page

would like to explore, but any action taken 

on either the box office or non-peak rates 

would have to wait for the Council next 

workshop scheduled for May 20. Jackson 

said that his staff would look into the issues 

the Council identified and provide guidance 

on how to address them next week. “I think 

we understand what issues still remain,” said 

Jackson. “We’ll bring it back for consideration 

at your next workshop.”

Lastly, the Council recognized City 

Clerk Sue Herbers for earning the Award 

of Distinction for Voter Outreach by the 

California City Clerks Association for her 

lead role in the Torrance Votes program. 

The goal of the program is to provide the 

tools necessary for residents to become 

better informed voters and make decisions in 

the ballot box that are consistent with their 

outlook, beliefs and morality.  “I couldn’t 

have done this with a team of people,” said 

Herbers. “It is a team effort and I’m very 

proud to have been the leader of it.” Byron 

Pope, vice-president of the association said 

the organization is proud of her hard work 

in creating the program. “This is definitely 

a model program worthy of being emulated 

in municipalities throughout the county, 

state and the country,” said Pope. “We are 

peacock proud.” •
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C E R T I F I E D  A N D  L I C E N S E D  P R O F E S S I O N A L S

painting

plumbing

PLUMBING, HEATING, COOLING & ELECTRICAL

310-543-2001

24 

Service
Free

HANDYMAN

TOUCHSTONE

30 Year Business and Resident in the South Bay
310-517-9677

Reasonably Priced – Referrals Upon Request

handyman

RICH’S PAINTING
Specializing in exterior
Quality interior work

310-640-9465

The deadline for Business and Professional (B&P) Ad copy 
and payment is at Noon on Tuesday. We reserve the right to 
reject, edit, and determine proper classification of B&P ads. 
Herald Publications does not guarantee that the advertiser’s 
claims are true nor does it take responsibility for those 
claims. MUST HAVE CONTRACT LICENSE NUMBER IN AD.

HOW TO PAY: CHECKS, CASH OR CREDIT CARDS. 

Include Visa or M/C number along with billing 

address, security code, expiration date, email 

address and phone number. PAYMENT MUST BE 
RECEIVED BEFORE AD IS PUBLISHED!

NEW LOWER RATES!
26 weeks (6 months) is only $400   
52 weeks (1 year) is only $750
If you have any questions call us at 310-322-1830.

KEEP IT LOCAL

PLEASE NOTE: 
NEW EMAIL ADDRESS 
E-mail ad copy to:  
class@heraldpublications.com 

COMMUNITIES COUNT

OVER 40 THOUSAND PAPERS DELIVERED WITHIN MILES OF YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS.

PAINTERS PLUS

PLUS

FREE ESTIMATES  

 

310-798-0450

painting

Bob Boice

310-316-3435
Lic#817498  B.H.I.C.

Quality Work Since 1966

Home Repairs
Carpentry - Painting - Repairs & 
Improvements - Small Jobs O.K.!

Please no plumbing calls.

fumigation

 Fumigation, Drywood Termite  Pest Control 
 Treatments  Wood Repair Specialist 

 Escrow Papers  Termite Reports  
 Free Inspections  30 Years Experience

 
562.633.5503 310.346.2076
323.806.3495 310.864.8490

Lic#PR5267

SPECIALIST  HONEST  PROFESSIONAL

Lawn & Yard Service,  
Clean-Ups, Repairs, Etc.

CALL RON
310-463-1042

McRobert’s Gardening

Lic #12156

Since 1992

gardening plumbing

CENTRAL ROOTER

24/7
FREE ESTIMATES

310-344-3378

concrete
Need A Driveway or Patio?

Lindahl 
              Concrete, Inc.

310-326-6626
Lic#531387

Specializing in all Residential Concrete
WWW.LINDAHLCONCRETE.COM

Call For Estimate

electric
Wise Electric Contracting Service

Commercial/Industrial/Residential
License No: 785853

Phone: 310-529-5271 
Fax: 310-615-0063

Keith R. Wise  Owner/Operator

Serving El Segundo  
since 1945

flooring

EL SEGUNDO 
GARDENER

Licensed/Bonded 
All E.S. Crew, Lawn Service Clean Ups,  
Tree Trim, Sprinklers, Handyman, etc.

310-493-7811
Lic# 100085424

gardening

BILL’S 
HOME & APARTMENT

MAINTENANCE
CONTRACTOR QUALITY 

at Handyman Prices.
We cover everything from A-Z.

Bill Henrichon
Cell: 310-890-7531                                                                                                 

Office: 310-542-3470

Billshomeandaptmain@yahoo.com
CA ST LIS# 786081 / Bonded & Insured

Serving the South Bay for 25 years
FREE ESTIMATES

2011 2012 2013

painting

handyman

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
Email to reserve your space

class@heraldpublications.com

Lic. #987614

HIGH POWER
CARPET CLEANING

carpet cleaning 

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
Email to reserve your space

class@heraldpublications.com

handyman

Frank’s 
Plumbing

Lic#557167
Est. 1989

310.613.4563
KillasserKid@verizon.net

HVAC-Electrical  Stoppages
Tankless Water Heaters

plumbing

310.738.7094
Phone/Text

El Segundo
Resident

23 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Sewer Video  Hydrojetting  Bonded  Insured

CA LIC. #980971

plumbing

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
Email to reserve your space

class@heraldpublications.com

their answers, they are then given a review 

on the concepts they were quizzed on. “The 

problems are problems that kids do in math 

class all year long,” said Mannon.  “They 

aren’t problems that are developed for this 

competition, these are the actual types of 

problems that students encounter in the 

classroom.”

The tiebreaker round was fast and furious, 

with students reaching the solution to problems 

faster than Chao could read the questions.  

At the end of the day Torrance’s own Alvin 

Kim from Calle Mayor Middle School took 

first place in the individual competition, with 

Kenton Kim from Oxford Academy taking 

second place and Caroline Choi, Caroline 

Liu and Steven Ren all from South Pasa-

dena Middle School taking third and a tie 

for fourth. In the team event Carmel Valley 

Middle School earned top honors with a score 

of 79 of 80.  South Pasadena Middle School 

took second place with a score of 75 of 80, 

El Roble Intermediate School took third place 

with a score of 71 of 80 and Calle Mayor 

made fourth place with a score of 68 of 80. 

One of the competitors, Cynthia Lin, said 

she enjoyed the chance to use her math skills. 

While she is already a self-proclaimed math 

fanatic, she said the competition has encour-

aged her to keep learning. “It’s really fun 

and really challenging,” said Lin “[It was 

challenging] not overthinking the problem 

when it’s really easy,” said Lin. “I’ve always 

been a math fanatic, but this has encouraged 

me to study math more.”

While Lin was worried about overthinking 

the problems, Ben Riser, a manager at Exxon-

Mobil’s Torrance Refinery, said he and his 

fellow volunteers from Exxon-Mobil were 

impressed with the depth of math knowledge 

these mathletes possessed. “If you were to 

take time to look through the list of questions, 

they’re very difficult and it’s very impressive 

that these kids were able to score as well as 

they did, some of them were able to get a 

perfect score,” said Riser. “We have mostly 

engineers that are doing the grading and we 

are all impressed with how these kids are 

getting them all right.”

 Torrance Regional Middle School Math 

Competition was created by Lan Yokota as a 

way to keep her son Justin Yokota and students 

like him stimulated in math. Justin Yukota 

had been competing in the Math Olympiads 

Mathletes    from front page

tournaments since fourth grade, but once he 

was out of elementary school, Lan Yokota said 

it wasn’t clear where to continue as a sixth 

grader. “The parents were looking around 

and wondering, ‘What can we do after this?’ 

and the chairperson said ‘I don’t know, this 

is it. You’re on your own.’ After fifth grade 

there is no Math Olympiads,” said Yukota. 

“That tournament was so inspiring, seeing 

120 of them on Saturday morning. full of 

energy, wanting to do math.”

Yokota took it upon herself to create a 

tournament in the area for middle school math-

letes like her son, whose final middle school 

tournament was last year. She was tasked with 

finding math problems, contacting interested 

schools and solving any other challenge an 

event like this creates. She also had to get 

approval from the school district. Mannon said 

he was happy to approve an event that lets 

academics receive the cheer more commonly 

reserved for athletics. “Sometimes we dwell 

too much on athletics and athletic competitions 

and not enough academic competitions and 

that’s what this does,” said Mannon.

However, Lan Yokota couldn’t put on this 

event on her own. Mannon said the event 

wouldn’t be possible without the help of 

Exxon-Mobil. “It’s a great event,” said Man-

non. “We’re appreciative to Exxon-Mobil: 

without their sponsorship this couldn’t hap-

pen. This is a part of our ongoing partnership 

between the Torrance Unified School District 

and Exxon-Mobil. We’re always appreciative 

to them and their focus on education. ”

The energy company’s involvement in 

the event started long before May 10. Em-

ployees helped coach students from their 

Adopt-a-school partner Magruder Middle 

School through after-school math tutoring. 

The company also paid for all TUSD schools 

to compete in the event. On the day of the 

event, employees volunteered to help grade 

the answers. Riser said that encouraging 

students in math and science is important, 

not just for his company but for the world. 

“I’m really excited to see this much pure 

talent in the room, a lot of great matheletes 

in the room competing today,” said Riser. 

“Math and science is very important to the 

future of our community, country and the 

world. That’s why Exxon-Mobil is sponsoring 

this event, we want to share our passion for 

math and science with this kind of talent.” •
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Happy Tails

Glitch’s siblings have all been adopted 

and now it’s her turn! She is an adorable, 

affectionate little tabby girl.  Let her find her 

favorite place cuddled up close as possible 

to you, purring. Glitch is a playful, active 

kitten who would do best having another cat 

or kitten in her home as a playmate.

Casper is a very sweet, curious,  and 

affectionate kitty.   He has a beautiful white 

coat with a smudge of gray on his head.   

Caspar loves to play with his feather toy and 

would love a kitty companion in his home 

with you.  He is also good with dogs!  Casper 

likes to cuddle and will purr non-stop when 

held.   Still under a year old, this little guy 

will melt your heart!

“Q” is a beautiful 

brown tabby boy. 

He and his siblings 

were abandoned as 

kittens and he was 

a little nervous with 

people when he was 

rescued. But once he 

got to know his foster 

family, Q showed 

his true colors as 

the friendly, sweet 

cat he is. He loves 

being petted and 

brushed (and even 

lint rollered!). Q 

will show his tummy and ask you for pets 

and playtime. Active and playful, he loves 

playing with toys and other cats! 

Bisha is a 5-6 year old gentle brindle 

female Mastiff mix who was discarded at the 

Downey Shelter  with her German Shepherd 

and Min Pin companion. She lost her home 

due to her owners getting a divorce.  Bisha 

walks flawlessly on leash, takes treats with 

gentle enthusiasm and can sit, shake, lie 

down and come on command.   We believe 

her to be housebroken as she does not 

relieve herself in her kennel. She is so well 

mannered that you can walk her with one 

finger on the leash. She has a low energy 

level and is loving with people and other 

dogs. Bisha is a slobbery, affectionate, low 

key girl who is the perfect indoor pet for 

an individual or family living in a private 

home. This dog is awesome, we adore her! 

Bisha is spayed, current on vaccinations, 

dewormed, microchipped, fine with other 

dogs and mature kids over 6 please. 

April is a sweet year old Pug with the cutest 

underbite.  She is very playful and has a very 

sweet, loving personality. She is fine with 

all other dogs and is settling into her foster 

home well.   April crates great at night, not 

a peep.  She loves to chew on her nyla bone 

and will chase small stuffed toys when you 

throw them.  As most Pugs do, she loves to 

be with you and will follow you from room 

Jake has his new family very well trained.

Scruffy Face, Playful Puppy Personality…  
All the Makings for a Perfect Dog,  
a Perfect Match for a Happy Tail!

“We are so in love with Jake.  He is the 

greatest.   He is completely house trained: 

even uses the doggy door now.  He is leash 

trained, calm, learning new tricks every day, 

great with cats and other dogs.   He sleeps 

at the foot of our bed, is great with baths 

(and brushings).   I really can’t say enough 

good things about him.  We’ve been taking 

him on walks daily and to the doggy park 

a few times.   Andre has decided that dog 

food is not good enough for him, so he eats 

like royalty here with home-cooked organic 

meats/veggies/and grains daily.  He likes the 

toys I got him as well.  It’s hilarious watch-

ing him walk around with a road-kill stuffed 

opossum in his mouth. We are especially 

enjoying watching Jake come out of his shell 

around us.   He is such a playful curious 

puppy. Thank you for letting us bring Jake 

into our home.  It was definitely needed….

Best, Joelle.”

When you adopt a “pet without a partner”, 

you will forever make a difference in their 

life and they are sure to make a difference 

in yours. •

April loves to play and follow her friends around.

Bisha is so well mannered and needs a low-stress household.

Adopt a “Pet Without a Partner” and Give a 
Homeless Pet a Second Chance in Life

Pets Without Partners

to room so see what’s going on.  April joined 

the pack quickly and likes to sun bathe and 

nap during the day.  We would love to place 

her with a Pug experienced family or with 

another Pug for her to play with.   She has 

a cute Pug purr that she does when she is 

excited to see you.  She is currently learning 

how to sit and stay. April is spayed, current 

on vaccinations, dewormed, microchipped, 

good with children and other dogs.

To learn more about these and other 

wonderful dogs, visit our website at www.

animalsrule.org. If a dog is on our website, 

it’s available. Come to our Saturday adoption 

events from 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. at 305 North 

Harbor Blvd., San Pedro (just off the 110 near 

the cruise port). We are always in need of 

donations for veterinarian bills and our senior 

dogs.   Donations can be made through our 

website or by sending a check payable to: 

Animals Rule Placement Foundation at 305 

North Harbor Blvd., San Pedro, CA  90731.  

All donations are tax-deductible; we are a 

registered 501(c)3 non-profit organization. 

Saving one animal won’t change the 

world, but the world will surely change for 

that animal. •

It’s Time to Find Your Pur-Fect Partner with  
Cuddly Cats and Kittens

Mittens is curious and playful and loves to sit in your lap.

Q loves to be petted and brushed.

Casper is just a baby kitten who wants to play.

Glitch would love to come home and meet a new playmate.

Purrrfect companions

These pets are available for adoption through 

Kitten Rescue, one of the largest cat rescue 

groups in Southern California.   All of our 

kitties are spayed/neutered, microchipped, 

tested for FeLV and FIV, dewormed and 

current on their 

va c c i n a t i o n s . 

For additional 

information and 

to see our other 

kit t ies,  please 

check our website 

www.kittenrescue.

o r g  o r  e m a i l 

u s  a t  m a i l @

k i t t e n r e s c u e .

org .  Your  t ax 

d e d u c t i b l e 

donations for the 

rescue and care of 

our cats and kittens can be made through 

our website or by sending a check payable 

to Kitten Rescue, 914 Westwood Blvd. #583, 

Los Angeles, CA 90024.

On Saturdays, we have adoptions from 

noon to 3:30 p.m. in Westchester at 8655 

Lincoln Blvd. just south of Manchester Ave. 

and also in Mar Vista at 3860 Centinela Ave, 

just south of Venice Boulevard.  Our website 

lists additional adoption sites and directions 

to each location.

Be kind. Save a life. Support animal rescue. •

Mittens is the friendliest, cuddliest, 

most easy-going and all around perfect cat 

you could ever hope for!   Looking for a 

playful and curious critter?  Mittens is your 

gal.   Want a cat that loves cuddles, makes 

“muffins,” and is a bona fide lap cat?  Mittens 

is more than willing.   Want a cat that not 

only tolerates, but thrives in high-energy and 

chaotic environments?  Mittens fits the bill!  

She even gets along with dogs, submissive 

cats and kids!   You name it, she’s got it!   

Amazing! So stop reading this and set up a 

playdate today! 
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Have you been thinking about downsizing?   

Is the home you live in now just become too much to take care of with too many stairs,  

too much yard work, too much stuff?  I can help show you some options which will simplify 

your life because I have done it.  Don’t wait too long to start living your dream!

*
Specializing in Options for Seniors!

How to Have Good Water Sense in and Around the House
(BPT) - When you turn on the water faucet 

in your kitchen, do you think about the water 

that goes down the drain without being used 

in any way? Or have you wondered how 

you might be able to reduce your water bill? 

Having good water sense can help answer 

these questions and more.

What does it mean for homeowners to have 

good water sense, and why is it important? 

In the past 10 years, nearly all regions of the 

country have experienced a drought - some 

severe - resulting in the establishment of 

water-usage guidelines in various commu-

nities and states. In 2012, the last reported 

year, 70 percent of the United States was 

abnormally dry, with 20 percent of those 

lands under extreme drought, according to 

the Environmental Protection Agency.

The Environmental Protection Agency’s 

(EPA) WaterSense program labels home 

water-consuming products in order to help 

homeowners reduce the amount of water they 

use. Lowering water usage not only helps 

reduce the amount of water a community 

needs to provide, but it also saves money 

for the community and the homeowner. Both 

of which would come in handy any time - 

especially during times of drought.

“There are many ways a homeowner can 

help to reduce water consumption inside 

the house and around the yard,” says Kevin 

McJoynt at Danze, Inc. “From replacing 

toilets to switching out faucets or limiting 

the number of laundry loads you run, it’s 

relatively easy to cut back without even notic-

ing a difference. It’s important for all of us 

to take ownership of simple water-reducing 

practices, and once they’re in place, you 

probably won’t even notice.”

Danze offered the following tips you could 

consider to cut water usage in your home 

and backyard:

* Toilets - If you have a toilet manufactured 

before 1992, it’s the biggest water hog in your 

home. These fixtures use about 6 gallons of 

water per flush, according to the EPA. New 

high-efficiency toilets with a WaterSense 

label use 1.6 gallons or less per flush, and 

thanks to better flushing technology there is 

no sacrifice in performance.

* Faucets - Leaky faucets or faucets with-

out new aerators could be wasting water 

right before your eyes. New faucets with 

the WaterSense label produce a maximum 

of 1.5 gallons of water each minute, which 

can help you reduce your water usage by 

30 percent, according to the EPA. Danze 

faucets are WaterSense labeled, providing 

homeowners with stylish designs and water 

streams that would challenge you to notice 

less water is actually being used. In addition 

to a change in faucet, remember to turn off 

the water when it’s not in use. When brushing 

teeth or washing hands, for example, only let 

the water run when you need it for rinsing.

* Gardening and lawns - Everyone wants a 

green and healthy-looking lawn and garden in 

the summer, but many homeowners actually 

overwater the lawn. For sprinkler systems, 

there are high-tech sensors that only turn 

on the sprinklers when the soil is too dry. 

There are also systems that connect to local 

weather systems to program when the water 

will turn on. In addition, it is best to install 

sprinkler heads that apply water directly to 

the plants instead of allowing the water to 

blow away and evaporate in the air. Rain 

catchers can be a great natural supplement 

to water needed for your gardens.

* Laundry - The average family washes 

between seven and eight loads of laundry per 

week, according to the EPA. This number 

might be even higher for larger families and 

those who wash reusable diapers (which also 

has its environmental benefits). For traditional 

laundry machines, each load requires nearly 

41 gallons of water. To help cut down on 

the water needed for your laundry, be sure 

to only run a load when the machine is full. 

If your machine is older, consider replacing 

it with an Energy-Star high-efficiency model, 

which can use 35 to 50 percent less water.

Simply paying attention to how much water 

your family is using will give you a better 

sense of how you can reduce your water 

consumption. To find WaterSense products 

and learn more about the program, visit 

Danze.com or www.epa.gov. •


